Chapter 3

1. Setting of chapter.  

 On the bus.

2. Topic of chapter.  

 The curse.

3. Theme of chapter.  

 How Stanley's great-great-grandfather got the curse and how he survived in the desert.

4. Characters in chapter.  Give both the name and qualities of each one.

    The driver seems quiet.  The guard is tough but lazy.  The math teacher, Mrs. Bell, made cruel comments about Stanley.  Stanley is not a bad boy and he is innocent of the crime.  Stanley's great-great-grandfather stole a pig from a one-legged Gypsy.  Stanley's father is an inventor and his name is also Stanley Yelnats.  Stanley's mom is an optimistic woman.  Kissin' Kate Barlow killed some men and then she kissed them, and she robbed Stanley's great-great-grandfather.

 5. What did you learn in this chapter about the narrator (the    character that tells the story)?

I learned Stanley's family's history background.  How Stanley's great-great-grandfather got the curse and how he got robbed by Kissin' Kate Barlow who left him stranded in the middle of the desert.  The narrator likes Stanley's family.  He feels Stanley has bad luck.

6. How old is Stanley?  

 He is about 14 years old.

7. How would you describe Stanley? 

 He is a busy thinker and has a lot of imagination.  I think Stanley is an optimistic person.

8. What does this sentence mean: “He was on a long bus ride to nowhere.”

It means he is on the bus for so long and did not know where he is going.  When he gets there it will be a place that is far away from everything.

9. Why was Stanley arrested?  

 He seemed to have stolen a pair of shoes.

10.What do you learn about Stanley's family on page 6 and 7 in the paragraph that starts: “Stanley and his parents...”  The parents think it is a good choice for Stanley to go to camp.  Both his mom and dad think Stanley's future is not so bad. It looks like Stanley and his parents got along very well.

11.”On page 8, there is a song that Stanley's father sings to him.  What does it mean ?  

     Each has hope that his life will be a little easier and better.

12.“To be a successful inventor you need three things: intelligence, perseverance, and just a little bit of luck.”  Do you agree with this?  Why or why not?  

      I agree with Stanley's father's opinions.  Because an inventor must be intelligent, and keep trying, and have luck by meeting helpful people or money support groups and having new ideas.

13.“Despite their awful luck, they always remained hopeful. As Stanley's father liked to say, 'I learn from my failure.'''  

      I agree with him again because he had lots of strength to fail and continue over and over and it did not break him down.  It is correct that you learn from failure. 

14. What do you think of Stanley's father's project?

 I think the project seems interesting but not practical for supporting the family.

