Chapter 7

1. Setting of chapter.  

 Camp Green Lake and the old town in Latvia in Europe.

2. Topic of chapter.  

 Stanley's great-great-grandfather Elya Yelnats.

3. Theme of chapter.  

 Madame Zeroni gave Elya advice.  First she said not to marry Myra and to go to America, and then she told him how to marry Myra.

4.Characters in chapter.  Give both the name and qualities of each one.

   X-Ray has his own special shovel and no one can use it.  Mr. Pendanski says digging is to build character but not to look for anything.  Elya Yelnats is Stanley's great-great-grandfather who was in love with Myra Menke and he wanted marry her.  Madame Zeroni, an old Egyptian woman gave Elya advice with a deal to marry Myra.  She suggested Elya go to America to find his future life instead of marrying Myra.  Myra's father preferred to have a fat pig as the price to sell his daughter.  He couldn't decide who to choose to marry his daughter.  Myra's simple mind couldn't make a decision.  Igor was the pig farmer who offered a pig as fat as Elya's.  Elya gave up his chance to marry Myra because she did not make up her mind to choose him.  Magnet tells Stanley that the first hole is hardest.  Zero is the fastest digger and campers think that zero is a weird dude.  Sarah Miller was Elya's wife and had a baby boy named Stanley Yelnats.

 5. What did you learn in this chapter about the narrator (the    character that tells the story)?


I learned Stanley's family's history background.  The rules of digging holes.  The narrator feels that Elya is too young to get married and should go to America (the same way Madam Zeroni feels).

6.  At the bottom of page 27, Stanley notices something. What does the process of observation lead to? 

He finds a bit of self confidence.  It actually pays to be fat in this situation.  

7. What is the story of Stanley's great-great-grand father about?  What is the narrator doing with the story?  Why do we learn it now?

I learned that how Stanley's great-great-grandfather became a pig stealer and got the curse.  I think in this chapter the narrator is trying to make two stories connect together.  I learned the curse.

8. Stanley changes his strategy of digging holes on page 33.  Why?

 He changes his grip on the shovel to try to avoid the pain.  He also moved his cap and held it between the shaft of his shovel and his raw hands.

9.What does lunch consist of?  Is it a nutritious lunch?

A baloney sandwich, potato chips, and a large chocolate-chip cookie.  There is no nutrition in it but that is enough to keep you full for half the day.

10.On page 35, we read: “He thought about quitting.  He wondered what they would do to him?  What could they do to him?

He is Stanley and he wants to quit digging the hole.  He is not sure what kind of punishment he will face.  How hard and bad the warden would do or could do.

11.Mr. Pendanski offers Stanley a ride.  Why does Stanley refuse?

He does not want to show he is weak and he wants to look at the hole and be by himself a while.

