Chapter 12

1. Setting of chapter.  

 The desert .

2. Topic of chapter.  

 Mr. Pendanski's counseling .

3. Theme of chapter.  

Mr. Pendanski is doing counseling with the campers.  He asks what would they like to do when they are ready to face the society.  He makes them think about what they would like to do with their lives.

4.Characters in chapter.  Give both the name and qualities of each one.

Mr. Pendanski is a counselor.  Magnet is Jose and he likes animals.  Armpit, Zigzag, Squid and Stanley make a suggestion for Magnet.  X-Ray does not agree that Magnet is going to be a monkey trainer.  Zero, finally, the first time, smiled for a second.  And he says he like to dig holes.

5.What did  you learn in this chapter about the narrator (the character that tells the story)?

I learned that Mr. Pendanski is not a bad guy.  In fact he makes a lot of sense for campers to think about their future and create a goal for their life.  The narrator wants to familiarize us with Stanley's new surrondings.  He is our tour guide.  

6.Why is Stanley again the last one to finish digging?

Because he is still practicing on learning how to dig the hole and not to get hurt.

7.Why do the boys spit in the holes?

Because they got tired of digging holes and it makes them feel better to spit in it to show they are not easy to be beat up.

8.Why does Mr. Pendanski talk about goals with the boys?

He needs to be acting like a counselor and counsel them.  He brings up the subject to make them use their brains and to help them think of the future.

9.”We don't laugh at people's dreams.”  What does this mean for this chapter?  To the story so far?

Mr. Pendanski is really acting as a good counselor with a serious attitude.  He is trying to make people respect each other by saying “Don't laugh”.  So far I respect Mr. Pendanski.

10.Describe how each boy participated in the discussion.  Were there any surprises?

Yes, there were.  I was surprised the boys called Mr. Pendanski mom.  Mr. Pendanski says it is not going to be easy, but nothing in life is easy and there is no reason to give up.  Everyone will be surprised what they can accomplish if they set their mind to it.  Beside they only have one life, so they should give it a try to make the most of it.  I really agree and respect what Mr. Pendanski says.

