Chapter 30

Setting of chapter.

The desert.

Topic of chapter.

Running away or escaping.

Theme of chapter.

Zero runs away after a big fight.

Characters in chapter.  Give both the name and qualities of each one.

Zigzag expects a birthday.  Zigzag is jealous of Stanley because Zero digs Stanley's hole.  Zigzag is trying to cause a problem.  Zigzag, X-Ray, Squid, and Armpit all add more trouble.  Mr. Pendanski doesn't help but he encourages them to fight more and harder.  Zero gets mad and shows his powerful strength.   He almost kills both Zigzag and Mr. Pendaski. The Warden is mean and insults Zero after he runs away.

What did you learn in this chapter about the narrator (the character that tells the story)?

I learned in this chapter that some of the campers are bullies.  Stanley is a mild boy.  Mr. Pendanski is not a qualified counselor.  The Warden is a simple and uneducated woman.  Zero is a strong boy and he dares to run away.  

1.  Do you believe Zigzag when he says it's his birthday?  Why or why not?

No, I don't.  He probably expects a bithday or it is about time to be his bithday or maybe he just thinks it is funny to say this.

2.  Why has Mr. Sir changed and started giving Stanley the full amount of water?  

Maybe Mr. Sir just got tired of tormenting Stanley.  It doesn't say why in the book.

3.  Why does Zigzag confront Stanley?  Because Zero is digging Stanley's hole and Stanley is resting.

4.  The boys have a fight.  What happens?  What does it mean to the story?

Zigzag attacks Stanley and Stanley is almost helpless.  Zero saves Stanley by attacking Zigzag.  Mr. Pendanski fires his gun into the air.  This shows that Zero is going to help Stanley in almost any way.

5.  What do you think of Zero?

He is a smart boy who is brave and strong.  He tries to get along with what he has. 

6.  Which of the boys is the strongest in physical strength?  In restraint?

Zigzag or Zero is probably the strongest physically.  In restraint, I would say Zero again since he gets the most verbal abuse. 

7.  What quality is shown in each of the boys through the fight?

The fight brings out who is defensive, who is aggressive, who sides with whom and how they deal with the questions from the warden later.

