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1. When you finish reading the prologue, what are some of the questions you are asking?

(What is the story of Ailin? (Why she chose to live in America? (What was the relation between bounded feet and her? (Why she felt unpleasantness when Hanwei mentioned his mother? (Was Hanwei an important person to her life?
2. Why do you think Lensey Namioka chose to start this story with a prologue?

I think this beginning makes readers think and become interested in Ailin’s story. It makes the story more attractive.
3. On page 33, Ailin’s mother says “My poor little girl, you’re beautiful and you’re clever. But you are too headstrong. Some day you’ll have to pay the price for that.” What is the price she will have to pay?

This had made Ailin an unsuitable wife in China. She was rejected by her Chinese family and became a servant in the American household. She had to work much harder.
4. In this chapter we begin to understand what the symbol of ‘bound feet’ represents in the story. What does it represent?

‘Bound feet’ means the unfairness, cruelty and depression in the traditional Chinese society. It was a symbol of first class. It brought a woman both ‘fortune’ and ‘pain’. It was a pressure. Only revolution, only people who fight for freedom like Ailin and her father can defeat it.
5. What alternatives did Eileen have for her future?

She could be married as a concubine, a farmer’s wife or became a nun.

6. What factors determine the choices we all have in life? Think broadly about when and where you are born etc, your family, level in society, opportunities etc.

Our personal character, our wills, the parents’ want, the family pressure, the government policies, the society system, the public’s actions, the nationality… All these determine/limit our choice in life.

7. What difficulties and conflicts did Eileen face living the missionary family of the Warners?

She was just a 13-year-old girl who first went out to work. She did not have any teaching experiences. The houseboy was not pleased with her. The servants did not dare to make friends with her because of thought of classes. Mr. and Mrs. Warner did not like Chinese story/characters being taught. Once the little boy got sick, she did not know where to find a doctor. Later when they went to America, she had to help the housework and cooking.
8. In chapter 11, Eileen gains real independence in a way by staying in America. Do you feel she has made the right decision. Why?

Yes, I think so because she could start her new life with her true love. She was the sort of person who never lives controlled by others. She could achieve her dreams only when she had real independence. Also, she could not stay in China as there was not a place for her. May be, staying in American was the best way.
9. How that you have finished reading the story what do you think the meaning of the title is?

I think it was a description of Ailin’s life. When she was a child, she lived without freedom. She could not make decisions for her life, even her study and marriage. She lived with discontent and fear. There was a bind tied. When she grew up, she chose her path of life bravely. She went to work, traveled to America and married a man she loved. She had a rebirth because she never gave up. The bind was break.
10. Eileen has been invited to an interview with a Talk Show host in America who is interviewing migrants who have adapted to life in America and become successful. Frame 6 questions you would ask her about her life experiences and write down what responses you would give to those questions, if you were Eileen. (Write your responses as though you were Eileen).

Interviewer: Good morning, Eileen. Nice to have a talk with you.
Eileen: Good morning. Nice to meet you too.
Interviewer: Your restaurant is really a good one. I enjoy the meal there very much. As we know, it was organized all by your husband and you, is that true?
Eileen: You may say yes, the plan of running a Chinese restaurant is drawn by us. Of course, our employees help us a lot with other practical works.
Interviewer: When and why did you come to America?

Eileen: Just a few years ago. I come with a missionary family as the children’s tutor. They had returned to China one year later and I left. I really miss them.
Interviewer: The reason of why you left should be your husband? How did you meet and start dating?
Eileen: Yes. We met on the journey from China to America. He is kind and good to me. He listens to me and understands me. And when he asked me to stay and help, I know this was the second starting of my life.
Interviewer: What is the most important person to you in your life?

Eileen: My father. He protected me at every moment. Without him, I cannot imagine what I would be now. A married woman with bound feet, doing sewing work all day?... may be.
Interviewer: Do you like America?
Eileen: Sure. I enjoy my freedom and independence here. Also, there are who I love, and who loves me. I like America. I am Eileen here, not the little naive Ailin anymore.
Interviewer: Thank you for Jessie. That’s all for today’s interview. See you next time. Bye.

Eileen: Bye.
11. Make some comments about the story. For instance comment on what you liked or disliked about it. What was the best part? Would you recommend it to others to read? Why or why not?

‘Ties that Bind, Ties that Break’ is an excellent historical novel. Ailin(Eileen) is a strong character. She is the girl who goes against the wishes of her family and pays the price. At once, little Ailin agreed to have bound feet because of her marriage, I felt bitterness. For me, this was the most unforgettable part. This makes the story not only a Chinese one. It brings questions to readers, how does a person balance his own desires against the demands of the culture? How much can one gain by standing against the world, how much will he lose? These are difficult questions for life. Anyway, the plot of this book is very moving. It provides a great amount of information about Chinese history and culture. I enjoyed reading this book and would recommend it to anyone interested in Chinese culture.
