Marriott eyes century mark in China

Friday, September 28, 2007

Hotel operator Marriott International said it planned to quadruple its hotels in China to 100 in the next five to six years to tap growing demand for tourism and business. 

The US-based company aims to expand to 48 hotels in China by 2010 from 25 now, chairman J W Marriott said in Shanghai yesterday. In addition, 32 hotels are under development. 
"In five to six years, we plan to have over 100 hotels in China," he said. 

Demand for hotels is very strong because of inbound tourism and increasing travel by China's middle class, said Geoff Garside, Asia- Pacific vice president. 

Marriott is expanding from China's biggest cities such as Beijing and Shanghai to smaller, second-tier cities such as Wuxi and Wuhan to meet rising demand there, Garside said. 

China is a focus for international players such as InterContinental Hotels, Hilton Hotels, Shangri-La (0069) and Accor. They are competing for travelers in a market that is expected to become the world's second biggest in 10 years. 

Last week Accor, Europe's largest hotelier, said it had raised its hotel expansion plans for China, aiming to open or start developing more than 180 hotels by 2010. 

Chairman Marriott said he was not worried about the risk of oversupply. To help accommodate around two million visitors during the Olympics, Marriott plans to double its number of hotels in Beijing to 11 next year. 
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