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Source: SCMP, Friday, 21 Feb, 2003, Stella Lee, ‘Church is not required to report abuse, says bishop’

Summary


The article reports that Bishop Joseph Zen apologized for the scandal. The ex-priest, Lau Ka Yee was sentenced to jail for four and a half years. Bishop Zen expressed a few points on the case of sex abuse. First, he said it was quite correct for Cardinal Wu in handling the case according to the past standards. Second, it is a must that both the Church and Lau should shoulder the same responsibility. Third, the Church might not report any further scandal cases to the police. 

Comment

Irrefutably, this child sex scandal has tarnished the reputation of the Church. It has also ignited fierce controversy.
But it seems that the situation is soothed after the sincere apology by Bishop Zen.


Someone may wonder why the church might not report further cases to the police. It is because if a priest who really confess to what he has done, why don’t we give a chance to him? Religious group have been constantly focused on ‘Forgiveness’. In fact, the responsibility should be shared mutually, both the priest and the victim. The victim should, if he considered the case as a very serious one, report to the police without a second thought. We should not blindly blamed on Lau.

This child sex scandal is a wakening call to the concern of the general public. It is immoral for a priest to rape a boy. But does anyone think about why the ex-priest raped a boy? Is it because the priest can’t control his lust? Should this be improved if he would have a wife? Do we have to reform the religious system that priests can not get married? Of course, it should be left for priests to discuss. Plus, it is the stiffest test that the church has to rebuild its reputation among the public.


We should hammer a precise and concise concept of sex abuse into our next generation.

