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Teenagers’ Problems

Source: ‘Kids see, Adults do.’, LA Times, 11 March 2003.

Summary


This article is about how teenagers can be affected by the violent TV programs. The writer quotes a survey conducted by the University of Michigan. The survey shows that there will be not only long-term but also far reaching effects of violent programs to our youths. It points out that children ape what they see on TV. The more the violence shown on TV, the more the aggressiveness of their audiences. The writer suggests that the only solution be the producing more peaceful TV programs.

Comments


After reading this extract, an idea strikes into my mind: The mass media has such a strong power in molding the people’s mind.


In fact, apart from violence, there is another trembling symptom of our society – suicide of youth. According to a survey conducted by the government, the youth suicide rate is 4.2%, ranks second in Asia. Is it really something that we should proud of? Is it something that we have to think clearly and carefully about how to solve it.


Whether the mass media should report news positively has been constantly ignited severely controversy in the public. The excessive report on people committing suicide infuse a concept to teenagers that death can solve all problems and stop all the troubles

The reasons why teenagers commit suicide are quite simple: poor school results and being nagged or scolded by parents, insurmountable stress from schoolwork and examinations, love affairs, lack of money.

How to solve the problem is also quite all-you-know: family should care and know more about their children, youths should seek an efficient and effective communication network to soothe their stress.

From another survey, the way teenagers die, like plunging from the roof of building, reflects that they have strong determination in leaping to committing suicide. But I would like to say: if they have such a bravery to die, why don’t they have a strong bravery to face the difficulties?

