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Summary


The passage is about the music industry, after closing Napster with great difficulty 2 years ago, has to combat the problem of file-sharing among users, especially those college and university students who have little money but a lot of time with the Internet, illegally by the use of peer-to-peer softwares, like KaZaA, and Grokster. Some companies cut off the prices of their CDs, while some encourage schools to mention the criminality and potential punishments of illegitimate file-swapping in the campus.
Comments

The music factory still has a long way to go to stop file swapping in the Internet, the advance in technology further aggravates the problems. WinMX, a search engine, helps you to find the computers which have the songs you request for. In ICQ, the new feature, ICQ shared files, enables people in your contact list to download anything they want in your shared files by several clicks on the mouse. BitTorrent, not only helps you to get the files you want, but also distributes the files in your computer to other peers.

But the main reason attributed to the decline of the music industry is poor quality of the CDs produced. The new release of Twins, just having 10 songs, costs you $ 98. The price is not only high but also unreasonable. The cost of a blank CD together with the ‘’beautiful’’ package is just $10. The profit can be as high as $50 or even $70 for some cases. Apart from that, there are only one or two hit songs which are worth listening, the others are rubblish. Cutting off the prices is an imperative and judicious action.

It is of no use for the music industry to pour millions of dollars to censure the software companies. Fans buy CD to support their beloved singers. Only through uplifting the quality of the CDs released can the music industry have another climax.
