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The Starbucks, Senado Square, Largo Do Senado No.29
Does walking into Starbucks make one feel trendy? It certainly does in Macau. The first thing I noticed when I walked into the shop was how many youthful faces there are, teenage girls sipping their coffee, chatting among themselves. Young foreigners relaxing after what seems to have been a long day travel. There were even a few mature citizens sitting near the newspaper stands but even they were well dressed.
Starbucks has always had a very classic décor for its shops, the dark shade of red, reminded me of a nice Christmas decoration. The wall lights reflected off the ceiling gives a nice warm feeling when you sit down. Sitting down however could be a problem at busy hours, as many nice sofas and chairs the shop provides, there are always more customers. The ones who are lucky enough to get a seat tend to take their time to enjoying the scene. After a walk around, I finally found a cosy sofa spot near the counter. Opposite me was a lady typing away on her laptop, I asked if the seat was taken, she said no and offered me the seat before returning to her typing. Maybe she felt Starbucks is a nice place to work, it certainly was calming.

After I reserved my seat with my jacket on top, I went to the counter to try out its services. I was greeted with young faces, well mannered, nice uniforms working away behind the counter with all sorts of machinery that create all the beverages on the menu. I looked through the colourful menu on the wall and had trouble deciding since I didn’t know what most of them were. The nice young man behind the counter was kind enough to explain to me the meanings to the names. Due to deficiency of money, I felt slightly bad to order a simple café latte just to keep it simple and a nice blueberry cheesecake, which looks great through the glass display. The waiter then recommended the caramel syrup to sweeten the latte, and I guessed it was time to be brave.

Watching the speed at which these coffee makers make their coffee was already worth a visit alone, the orders kept coming and they kept on making but still serving with smiles. When my coffee finally arrived after I mistakenly jumped the queue and grabbed someone else’s cappuccino, I went back to my seat accompanied by my cheesecake. Along the way, I remembered the caramel scent from my coffee, very distinct.

My next decision I felt would make or break my Starbucks experience, should I start on the sour cheesecake first or my new experiment with the caramel café latte? I suspected the cheesecake would be sour and slightly sweet but I have been warned that the caramel flavoured latte to be incredibly sweet. I ended up starting on my cheesecake, only because it was at a nice cool temperature compare to the latte. The texture of the cheesecake was very smooth with a nice crunchy base biscuit; the taste was as divine as it looked. Starbucks certainly know where to get the best cheesecake and it definitely deserves its price tag. The latte on the other hand was very sweet, but in an interesting way. The coffee was at a very good quality, I am not an expert but it was just extremely silky. I personally would prefer less caramel syrup, with the infused caramel and hot milk gives it a very unique flavour. Now I guess my decision was right to start on the cheesecake.

While I continued to enjoy my purchases, I realised I was also humming with the background music of the shop. Very “chill” music, nothing too loud, very jazzy, which is my favourite. My personal verdict for the Starbucks experience is to try it if you feel trendy enough; it certainly will be regularity for me.

Starbucks, a world famous American coffee franchise here in Macau. Maybe a sign that implies the outside world has noticed us and decided we are ready for the American taste.
