A book review by Hui Sing Hung Sky

Longman Dictionary of Common Errors (N D Turton, J B Heaton)


The Longman Dictionary of Common Errors provides a practical guide to common errors and their correction to English learners. It contains the words and phrases which regularly cause difficulty for English learners. For ease of understanding, each error is accompanied by a correction and a short, simple explanation.


After reading the book, I not only have a higher English proficiency, but also I realize the right attitude towards English learning. Having read this book, I have a full knowledge of simple and common words in English. I realize the meaning of many words I learnt in my secondary school was just the basic meaning, the meaning on surface. In fact, they have a different interpretation in the advanced usage. For example, the word “absent” = not be present at something that you are OFFICIALLY supposed to attend: “Her teacher wanted to know why she’s been absent.” But I just mix it with the word “miss”. It’s wrong to say: It’s a pity that you were absent from the training lesson. Instead, “miss” should be used in the sentence: It’s a pity that you missed the training session. It’s important for us to think and explore independently so as to make full and clear use of a word, but not just checking its Chinese meaning in the dictionary.


This book gives a full account of the usage of common words in English. You may be surprised at the real meaning of some simple words you have learnt in English. It’s a useful guide to enhance your English proficiency and it serves as an access to advanced English users. I therefore highly recommend this book to those who want to improve their English.

