http://www.legalzoom.com/law_library/copyrights/protection.html
Scope of Copyright Protection 

Copyright protection generally gives the owner of the copyright the exclusive right to do the following: 

· To reproduce the work; 

· To prepare derivative works based upon the work; 

· To distribute copies of the work to the public; 

· To perform the work publicly; 

· To display the copyrighted work publicly, and; 

· In the case of sound recordings, to perform the work publicly by means of a digital audio transmission. 

The owner may also authorize others to exercise these rights. 

For works created after January 1, 1978, copyright protection will endure for the life of the author plus an additional 70 years. In the case of a joint work, the term lasts for 70 years after the last surviving author's death. For anonymous and pseudonymous works and works made for hire, the term will be 95 years from the year of first publication or 120 years from the year of creation, whichever expires first. 

However, there are some very important limitations on the reach of copyright protections. The first and most important is the doctrine of fair use, which allows others to use portions of copyrighted works for purposes such as reviews, commentary, news and scholarship. Second, items which are not copyrightable, such as titles, names, common facts and ideas are not protected. Third, some works are in the public domain and may be used by anyone. This includes works where the copyright has expired.
