Rationale of using IT in education

(a) IT is the most efficient way for students to have access to the wealth of educational resources outside the classroom.
(b) IT is an effective way to promote independent learning.

(c) IT can make lessons more interesting.

(d) Using PowerPoint presentations and other various multi-media tools can help teachers in presenting ideas or information to students more effectively and clearly.

(e) Interactive web sites and CD-ROMs can allow students to get hands-on practice and develop independent thinking skills.

Evaluation of the Effectiveness of IT in English Teaching

(a) The time spent preparing effective and attractive PowerPoint presentations is not at all proportional to the rewards that come from them. Most teachers cannot afford time to prepare professional powerful presentations. 

(b) The internet must be developed further if it is going to be a truly effective tool in the 2nd language classroom.  Very little is available in the way of actual instruction and what there is usually done with written explanations that may be too difficult for beginners or junior form students to understand.  

(c) CD-ROMs offer different kinds of problems.  Most quality CD-ROMs are catered for native speakers of English or advanced learners.  They are either too difficult or too juvenile.  Only few of them are able to sustain the interest of the majority of students. 

