90 MC Cloze


  THE MIRACLE OF WATER





    I purchased my first washing machine only one month ago,as last joining the consumer society. Not  bad for someone who is rapidly advancing towards what my be termed the 'middle years'. I am now the proud owner of a second-hand applicance which has been completely reconditioned and therefore works perfectly. As I was doing the laundry the other day, however, I suddenly stopped and thought ---about the water,


    What if I had to carry this?


    Having lived for three years on a tropical island, I know the answer to that one: the amount of water I used would be drastically reduced. When all the water has to be transported from its source to the point of need, we become very conscious of consumption. My house was furthest from the well. I had a big red plastic busket which I carried with one hand-changing stop for a distance of 200 metres. For the first few weeks I could usually mange with a bucketful a day for cooking and washing. After a few months, I had become very strong and acquired another bucket. I could now handle two ful buckets at once, without stopping, and as it was so little effort, sometimes made two trips a day. Almost wasteful one might say! However, I had no electricity or water bills, and no irritating machine faults to contend with.


    In developed countries we waste water water, pollute it and complain if a colourless, odourless, pure supply is not always on tap. A mere flick of the wrist and out it pours. We forget what a mirecle it is!





miracle ---- supernatural


laundry ---- business where clothes, sheet was washed amd ironed


drastically ---- having strong effort, very serious


consumption ---- using up of food, energy


furthest ---- farthest = most distant in spare


bucket ---- 桶


faults ----- shortest point


irritating ---- make sb angry, annoyed


odourless ---- without a smell


mere ---- nothing more than, no better or important than


flick ---- quick sharp movement, quick light attack


wrist ---- 腕


