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   Two-year-old Hiromasa Itoh doesn't know it yet but he is being prepared for one of the most significant milestones of his life: the examination for entry into the first grade. Alongside Hiromasa, in what must be one of the world's greatest human traffic jams, are thousands of Japan's children, each one cramming to pass exams, joingood schools and attain the good jobs that mark the end of a race well run. But such children are by no means running as independents. They are guided and coached, trained and fed every inch of the way by their mothers who have had a very sharp eye on the finishing line right from the start.





    No one denies that behind every high-scoring Japanese student there stands a mother-supportive, aggressive and completely absorbed in her child' s education. She studies, she packs lunches, she patiently waits for endless hours in long queues to register her child for examinations and waits again in the corridors while he takes them. She keeps the television off so her child can study in quiet and even enrols in "mothers classes" so she can help with the drills at home.


  


     This role has become so accepted that it has earned its own label-kyoiku mama (education mother); this, however, is not worn openly because Japanese mothers, being humble, prefer to say "I do my best". But the best is a lot, because to Japanese women, motherhood is a profession - demanding and prestigious - with the education of the child the number - one responsibility. In fact, cut throat competition in postwar Japan has made her job harder than ever. There are thosewho say that a large proportion of the credit for Japan' s economic miracle can be laid at her feet.











significant ----- full of meaning, important


milestones ----- stone puting at the side of the road showing distances in miles, very important stage or event


cramming ----- push or force too much of sth into sth, make sth full.


inch ---- small amout of distant


enrols ---- become or make sb a member


drills ---- training in military


humble ---- not proud, position in society low in rank, poor


prestigious ----  有威望的, 有影響力


postwar ---- 戰後的

















