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Monk Fights for Forest


   A Buddhist monk, who has been labelled an ecological 'Robin Hood ', is challenging the powerful Thai military in a growing battle by environmentalists to stop worsening pollution, illegal logging and indiscriminate urban growth. The yellow-robed monk, Prachak Kuttachitto, claims his own ' Sherwood Forest': thousands of hectares which form the Dong Yai National Forest Reserve in eastern Thailand.


   He and a handful of other monks have taken a stand in scattered forests throughout Thailand, claiming their Buddhist faith encourages them to live in harmony with nature, teaching others to do the same. Thailand's military leaders say Prachak is simply using a selfish scheme to live in the forest which, under Thai law, is protected - forbidding residence from anyone. The government wants to expel him from the woods. However, at the same time, it promises to guard against illegal logging. Prachak was recently arrested but has since escaped and gone into hiding in the dense Dong Yai forest from where he wants his fight is not over.


  The government says the Prachak has violated the laws of the Buddhist clergy's Supreme Council which prohibits monks from living in a place not authorised by the Religious Department. An editorial in a prominent newspaper which supports Prachak's cause, however, called him ' a modern-day Robin Hood in monk's robes.' 'The government is kicking monks out of Thailand's forests, even though the monks actually help to protect the forests.' The editorial added.


   The feud is the latest in a series of controversies arising from a sickening mess of ecological disasters spreading throughout Thailand. Indeed, environmentalists lament that Thais are doomed to a deteriorating quality life. Big business, however, insists that Thailand's much-acclaimed economic boom must continue, and that the resulting pollution should not stop profits from being made.








Buddhist Mong ---- 佛教僧侶


ecological ----  生態學


indiscriminate  ----  at ramdom


hectare ----  公頃


scatter ---- 分散；散布於


faith ---- strong belief, unquestioning confidence


expel ---- force sb to leave


guard ---- safe from danger


violate ---- break the law


probabit ---- make impossible , prevent


feud ---- long and bitter quarrel between two people, families or groups


controvery ---- public discussion, arguement


mess ---- dirty, 糞


lament ---- strong expression of grief(sadness)


environmentalists ---- 環境保護論者


acclaimed ---- welcome





