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 controversial resort deal





     A controversial deal for a Hong Kong-built gambling resort on the Russian-controlled Kuril Islands was reportedly signed yesterday by Ivor Sirenko, the Russian Vice- governor of Sakhalin. The news came as relations between Tokyo and Moscow hit rock-bottom after a Russo-Japanese war of words over Russian President Boris Yeltsin's aborted trip to Tokyo.





    The kuril Islands, located between Japan and Russia, are inhabited by 47 000 Russians. Until 1945 about 16 000 Japanese lived there, but all either fled or were expelled during World War II. A Hong Kong property company is said to have been awarded a contract to develop a resort on one of the disputed islands. It is being promoted as a haven for East Asian playboys with hotels, casinos, a dog track and a cock-fighting arena. The deal has heightened the bitterness between Russia and Japan, with Japan demanding the return of the islands occupied by Communist troops towards the end of World War II.





    The alleged contract with the Sakhalin administration identifies the company as Sanders and Maple and gives its address as Room 810, Chu Long Building, Glenealy, Hong Kong. Inquiries by the sunday Morning Post have revealed, however, that a manufacturing business occupies the premises. A spokesman for the manufacturer claimed never to have heard of Sanders and Maple. The name Yang Bung-ko appears on the contract as being the Director of the company and he is said to be 30 years of age.





    Mr Sirenko was reported by NHK Television in Tokyo as saying that the complex was aimed at East Asian nationals who either "cannot afford such pleasures in their home country because of high taxes, or come from places where such pursuits --- cock-fighting or gambling for instance ---- are banned."


  


    The Russian news agency said the 50-year agreement was signed for an "unbelievably low" price. In spite of this, the agency said that the agreement would still be a windfall for the local government, which has adopted a hardline approach by opposing any negotiations with Japan over the sovereignty of the Kuril Islands.





    Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Koichi Kato said there would be an official protest to the Moscow government if the story was true.











resort ---- make use of sth for help, adopt sth as an expendient


deal ---- 協議(交易)


abort ---- 流產


fled ---- run or hurry away


dispute ----- argument, debete, controversy


heighten ----- become highter or more intense


bitterness ---- 苦味的, difficult to accept


troop ----- 大群人, 軍隊


allege ---- 聲稱(無 證據的)


reveal ---- 透露


pursuits ---- (n) 花時間去做某事


windfall ---- 隨風下落的果實(尤指蘋果), 意外的好運











