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Women smokers





   There are an estimated 1.1 billiion smokers in the world, of whom fewer than half are women. Women smokers, however, have a greater chance of developing jung cancer than men, according to an Australian report. They also seem to need fewer cigarettes to do so, the report commissioned by the Australian College of Pysicians said.





    Steve Gourlay, the researcher who conducted the review, said the study showed that women were more susceptible than men to smoking-related lung damage, making them more likely to fall victim to cancer. Other studies indicated women had more difficulty giving up smoking than men: 18 per cent of women who smoked more than 15 cigarettes a day managed to stop compared with 25 per cent of men.





    There claims found little support, however, from Professor Richard Peto, Professor of Medical Statistics and Epidemiology at the Imperial Cancer Research Fund (ICRF) in the UK. "Studies have shown that women and men have about the same chance of dying of cancer if they smoke the same amount.' he sid. "I haven't seen the study the Australian caims are based on, but I suspect that it was a small-scale study. There is pretty good evidence that the reported results cannot be true." Professor Peto says that at any given age, women appear to ve slightly less vulnerable than men to smoking-induced cancer. This advantage disappears, however, because they live longer and are therefore exposed to more smoke.





   It is also not true that women find it harder to stop smoking. according to another ICRF researcher, Dr.Martin Jarvis. He looked at the national data for Britain, and found that ' in the younger are group, women are slightly better by giving up the habit. Women of middle-aged are not quite as good as men of the same age, and in the elderly it' s about equal. In total, there in nothing to favour between men and women'. 











cigarette ---- 香煙


susceptible ---- easily influenced or harmed by sth 


vulnerable ---- that can be hurt; unprotected 


