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	There have been a lot of discussions lately about changing the three-years university curriculum to four years. One effect would be to shorten secondary education from seven years to six years.

Write an article for the school magazine discussing the pros and cons of changing secondary schooling from seven to six years. End the article by giving your opinion on the issue.


There has been a proposal to reduce secondary education from seven to six years to make room for an additional fourth year of university study. In this article, I will explain the argument from both sides, and I am inclined to be against the proposal, when I consider the situation of Hong Kong.


Let us assume that all the universities in HK are in favor of using the credit system. In this system, there are more flexible for students to learning, because they have more choices for their study rather than that in secondary school. The university life is totally different from that in secondary, the students are required to be more self-disciplined: fewer lesson, curriculum can make student have more time to study what they are interested in. Hence, the proposal will allow universities more time to help shape the personality, values and skill of the students. 


Hong Kong students, however, are not as ideal as above when compare with that from other countries. Some of them are passive, not brave enough to ask question. Because students study hard mostly for the examination, students get high marks in university doesn’t means that they have a great aspiration for their fields, which they study. Consequently, an additional fourth year of university study doesn’t have a value to sharp the student’s personality, values, and skills etc.


Two years of matriculation to prepare students for entry to university is a bit long. Some get university offers after From 6, and it is a waste of time for them to study From 7. Some may never get into university and one year is probably long enough for them to decide whether they have the potential or not. For the social requirement point of view, however, students after From 7 are much better than that after From 6, if the vacancies for universities students are the same. Because what Hong Kong need are high-educated citizens. Students need more time in secondary school to develop skills properly in two languages- Chinese and English, especially students in those schools that teach in the mother tongue. When they get into university, all the teaching material is mostly in English. Although there are resources for students in university to improve their language, the facilities will not be widely used, if the students are not active and persistent enough. Therefore, concentrated teaching method which secondary school usually used) may be better.

Another reason is Hong Kong is not a big city. There already is not enough space for residence. If the government adopts the proposal, space, facilities, resource for the universities will be reconsidered, because of the increase in number of students. Although the reduction of number in secondary school students can decrease the expedition for education taken by the government, the balance, however, can’t match. The education resources for universities are greatly more than that in secondary!


Hong Kong education is quite gloomy, and it is the fact that Hong Kong education policies are aimed at producing averaged high- educated citizens rather than talent citizens. Because there is commercialize city. What there need are only skill, professional knowledge, cooperation and diligence


Before we really take advantages of having a four years university life, the qualities and personality of the secondary students and the society approaching must be considered. 

