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If we want Hong Kong to be democratic society, we should start democracy in schools. Discuss how democracy can be taught in schools and what you think should be emphasised in the process.

Right and Duty

    In the democratic society, public opinion is respected, and the policy made by the government is being in accordace with the wishes of the general wish. There is the election take place, etc. In Hong Kong, society had become more divided, and the proposal prepare by the influential officer for the benefits of the general public, the department tightly linking or running more efficiency, the move will not practical without referring the opinion from the general public. It will, indeed, arouse a lot of controversys and polices not operate as smooth as expected, on the condition that policies released to the public before it work. What the government does, is to ensure the benefits of every category of people. Therefore, the people will live more satisfying under the democratic society.

     There is a situation that most people in Chinese society are less attive to express their opinion about policies, which is resulted by the subject culture. They think the political is the responsibility of well-knowledge people. The decision made by the general public may not the good decision. With Hong Kong’s progressive tranformation into a knowledge-based society, however, more and more people capable of criticize the polices. On the contrary, people will eager to give respose to the government, if there has many domocratic institutions that are behalf of the public to strive for more benefits. To achieve democratic society, democratic institutions are a must, but before the people concern or criticize polices, we should ensure that those people should have certain knowledge on policy.

     We can start democracy in school.

 The concept of “ Democrary”, in short, is “by the people”. When you study between form one to form three, the subject “economics” including “civic education” which let us learn the basic knowledge about the society, such as, public opinion poll, the brief of government’s departments. Of these, the citizen’s responsibility is let in the students’ mind. It is, however, not enough to cultivate a sense of participant orientation for the student, as large part of them will not study economics while they finish the low secondary. For this reason, it is need to provide more resoures in school to improve the situation. For instance held a talk annual, course; visit the legislative chamber, the competitions of democratic projects or drawing, exhibition, etc.

     The implement democracy in practical ways in school is giving student experience of the way in which institution works. It is well-know fact that, most schools have the student union which service to both the school and the students. The members of the student union always need to decorate the hall for the christmas party or preparing the arrangment of many compaigns (schools’ cleanng, etc), collection of opinion, involvement of student in policy- marking process. They need to do a lot.

     Is the student union represent the symol of democratic school? It is true to a certain extending. Notwithstanding, not have a supreme power of making policy, as the students sake of age experience and knowledge. Otherwise, I am sure that the first thing they will do is to fire the teachers who not welcome among most students. Secondly, they require more picnic day and hoilday. After the fees of school need to be abolished, and the school will require giving money to the students highly possible. What is such a school? It is, indeed, both the duties and the opinion of students are very important to the school. The students should not just to strive for their benefit but ignore their duties.

     What the school should be emphasised on the pocess of achieving democracy, is to install the impartant of democray to the economic-based society, just like the companies need to collect their customer’s opinion in order to make their products or serives more perfect. The direction of development of one’s society should depend on their citizes. Otherwise they will be in a unideaed society. Apart from this, school can provide more chance for their student to participate in the democrary activities. It can be extend the working function of student union, for instance add the best-teacher election, etc. May be it will hurts many teachers, with the results of those elections in their minds, however, the teacher will improve their teaching ways of attitude toward their students. In fact, it doesn’t matter what the school to do, but only the student opinion can be respected.

     As I mention above, cultivate a sense of “duty” is so one of the important part that the school should not ignore. Otherwise, it will make the school running in confussion. The students will not learn the knowledge for their future careers, which is against the aim of education. For this reason, the students should remain the situation that only giving suggestion to the school, but not control the policy of the school. 

     In the real society, citizens need to require obeying the law, in order to achieve the far society [what miss?]. That is, therefore, the student should also obey the school’s discipline. So that the society can be going on ever.

