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1. Introduction:
1.1 Surrealism:

In 1924 of the Surrealist Manifesto by Andre Breton which started off the movement. “Breton defined Surrealism as “pure psychic automatic, through which it is proposed to give expression verbally, by writing, or in any other way, to the real functioning of thought…” ” (Patrick Waldberg, The Initiator of Surrealism 1970, p.6) In Pairs, in 1924, Surrealism came into being. Surrealism not only proposed a new mode of apprehending the visible world and inner reality, but intended also to encompass men’s politics and their morals. It is the most revolutionary of the artistic movements of the 20th Century. The famous Surrealist painters including: Joan Miro, Salvador Dali, Rene Magritte, Yves Tanguy, etc. 
1.2 Salvador Dali:

Salvador Dali was born on May 11, 1904, in Figueres, a town situated in a region of northeast Spain called Catalonia. As an art student in Madrid and Barcelona, Dali assimilated a lot of artistic styles and displayed unusual technical facility as a painter. In October of 1926, Dali was expelled from the San Fernando Academy shortly before graduating as he refused to finish his final examination. His excuse was that he knew more than his examiner. He already had a growing reputation of Picasso and Joan Miro. His extraordinary self-confidence and boastfulness were an important part of his personality. Dali became famous Surrealist because of his flashy lifestyle when in New York and his work in the motion picture industry. His painting style was influenced by at first Picasso and Miro, soon developed into a magical presentation of incredible draftsmanship and three-dimensional space. Later in his life, he began to paint religious subjects with his unique style and symbolism. 
1.3 The Persistence of Memory:
The Persistence of Memory is Dali’s best known work. It is a very small painting which is only 24 × 33cm. The painting has also been popularly known as Soft Watches, Droopy Watches, Melting Clocks or Saggy Sacks. It is currently displayed in the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, where it has been since 1934. 

2. Identifying the work/design:

“Surreal”was a made up word, meaning “more than real”or “better than real”the leader of the group was a French poet Andre Breton. In 1924, he organized the first Surrealist Manifesto, which outlines the idea of Surrealism.

In 1925 the first Surealist group exhibition took place in Paris, featuring artists like Ernst, Arp, de Chirico, Klee and Picasso. The painters who would later form the heart of the Surrealism were Joan Miro, Rene Magritte, Salvador Dali and Yves Tanguy. They are influenced by the ideas of Freud and Jung, broke right away from realism. Their paintings embody dream images, hallucinations, the weird fantasies of the subconscious-revolutionizing man’s concept of art. The Surrealists explored the world of dreams. Although they were not the first artists to do this, they were the first to take much of their inspiration from Sigmund Freud. In his book, The interpretation of dreams (1900), he showed how a psychiatrist could help people solve their problems by analyzing or interpreting their dreams. He believed that dreams could reveal the unconscious mind. The work of these artists was called Surrealism because they were getting “beneath the realistic surface of life”or into a dream world of unreality. 
The early Surrealist work began with such chance techniques as rubbing a pencil over a paper placed on boards to see what the grain would suggest. Ernst spread paint at random on canvas and squashed it with a paper to see the rusting shape and texture. Later extensions of this approach developed into sophisticated presentations of logical or recognizable subject matter in very illogical situations or in weird associations. Lastly, Surrealism developed around personal symbols which were unexplained by the artist. Dali as an example, he presents green giraffes that are fully ablaze or limp watches draped over a table, but he never explains to the viewers. The Persistence of Memory is one of the most popular works of Surrealism.  
3. Describing the society:
During and after the World War I, many European painters grew tired of the endless experiments of the previous decade and began to paint in more traditional ways. Some of the artists rejected the bold colors used by the Expressionists and the shattered shaped of the Cubists. They painted in straightforward fashion, using sober colors and conventional techniques. But they made chance to these old styles of paintings by creating startling or even disturbing images. After the World War I, most of the places had been destroyed. People lived in extremely poor condition. Surrealism grew principally out of the earlier Dada movement, but Surrealism's emphasis was not on negation but on positive expression. The movement represented a reaction against what its members saw as the destruction wrought by the "rationalism" that had guided European culture and politics in the past and that had culminated in the horrors of World War I. With its emphasis on content and free form, the Surrealists put objects together in unusual combinations and forced the viewers to think rather than just look. The Surrealists explored the world of dreams. 
In Barcelona was sometimes rocked by unrest and violence. The factory workers were usually poorly paid and treated badly. In 1909, many Barcelona workers rose up against the government and burned down churches and schools. The army stopped the uprising. This terrible event was called the “Tragic Week.”The anarchist and socialist ideas was popular among the classmates of Dali, but he chose to concentrate on what his love, drawing and painting. In 1926, Dali made his first trip to Paris and visited Picasso and Joan Miro. His work attracted the attention of Picasso and Joan Miro. In the late 1920s, Dali became increasingly attracted to the art of Surrealists. He began to experimenting with their strange and dreamlike images. Miro told him that he would find success. However, He did not maintain a relationship with the Paris Surrealists for long due to personality clashes and differences in politics. In 1934 he was officially expelled from the Paris Surrealist group, but he continued to exhibit works in international surrealist exhibitions throughout the decade. Dali created his painting with his feeling. For example, he was horrified by the destruction caused by the Spanish Civil War. He did not take side in the war. He refused to support either side, even after the Nationalists executed his friend Fredrico Garcia Lorca in 1936. Soon after the outbreak of the war, he painted Autumn Cannibalism in order to express his feeling. In the picture two monstrous human beings dine off of each other’s body. Another example was The Enigma of Hitler. The picture is full of gloom and the threat of war. 
4. Describing the work/design:
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The Persistence of Memory. 1931. Oil on canvas, 9 1/2 x 13" (24.1 x 33 cm).
The Persistence of Memory is a painting in oil on canvas. It was painted by Salvador Dali in 1931. This paint is very small. It is only 24 × 33cm. “The year before this picture was painted; Dali formulated his "paranoiac-critical method," cultivating self-induced psychotic hallucinations in order to create art.”The difference between a madman and me," he said, "is that I am not mad." ”(http://www.moma.org/collection/browse_results.php?criteria=O%3AAD%3AE%3A1364&page_number=4&template_id=1&sort_order=1)  
It is an imagined landscape of a beach. The subject matter is the melting watches on a hot beach. There are four watches, a dead tree, rocky cliff, a rectangular pool, a desk and a partial face in the picture. Three of the watches are melting, one of them hang limply one the dead tree. Another one is partly lying on the desk. A fly is on the glass surface of it. The last melting watch is lying on the partial face in the middle of the picture. The watch at the left bottom corner is different from the others. It is in solid form. It is swarming with ants. The Dali represents things which are usually metallic and solid in a soft form. He said he got the idea when he was eating soft cheese. The melting watches, ants, and a partial face on a plain immense depth are starting objects. “an approximation of Dali's own face in profile, its long eyelashes seem disturbingly insectlike or even sexual, as does what may or may not be a tongue oozing from its nose like a fat snail. ”(http://www.moma.org/collection/browse_results.php?criteria=O%3AAD%3AE%3A1364&page_number=4&template_id=1&sort_order=1) Rocky cliffs of Spain are placed on the top right corner of the painting. These cliffs and other private symbolism such as ants occur often in Dali’s paintings. The picture is balanced. The cliffs and the desk balanced the painting. The four melting watches and the partial face form a triangular structure. This painting is in one point perspective which the distance cliffs appear smaller than the near objects. The over all color tone of the picture is brown and grey. It has contrast with the objects in the painting. The dark colored beach makes the objects on it appears more obviously and attractively. The light in painting comes from one side. The beach appears darker than the distance cliffs and sea. It seems that there is something masking the beach. The surface meaning of the painting is a creative landscape with fantastic objects on the beach. It gives a strong feeling of death, but it also gives a feeling of hopeful and peaceful. Dali painted it to express his dream land. “Mastering what he called "the usual paralyzing tricks of eye-fooling," Dali painted with what he called "the most imperialist fury of precision," but only, he said, "to systematize confusion and thus to help discredit completely the world of reality." It is the classical Surrealist ambition” (http://www.moma.org/collection/browse_results.php?criteria=O%3AAD%3AE%3A1364&page_number=4&template_id=1&sort_order=1)
5. Interpreting the feeling or quality of the work/design:

Dali called his painting “hand painted dream photographs.” His paintings always look very real, like photograph, but at the sometime are impossible and improbable like dreams. In this painting he painted the original colors of the watches, the cliffs, the tree, the ants and the fly. But he painted the metal watches like soft cheeses as well as a partial face on the beach. Those objects are impossible to appear in the real world. Thus this painting must show a dream. 

One watch hands limply from a dead tree; another red watch attracts a swarm of ants, Dali included ants in many of his paintings. For Dali they were a symbol of dead and decay. As a child, he had resumed a bat but later he found it dead and swarming with ants. I have also resumed a bird but later it is died and swarmed with ants. The ants in the painting give me a strong feeling of death. The red watch is swarming with ants. It likes a spoiled meat. I could even smell the bad odor of the spoiled meat. The ants are attracted by this big piece of meat. Apart from the melting watches, the red watch is in a solid form. The melting watches give me a sense of life, but this red watch only gives me a sense of death. I could understand that this watch is died and spoiled. The melting watch next to the red one gives a symbol of dying. A fly stick on the surface of the watch. In my knowledge, the fly likes to feed on the dying organism and the death bodies. The fly is having its big meal. The watch in the middle if the painting is lying on a partial face. Some of the books defined it was an unknown object and some people believe that it is a death body of a horse. As far as I concern, I believe that it is a partial face. It maybe a partial face of Dali or anyone. I could realize the nose and the eyelash. In my opinion, it must be a face! The eyelash of the face is close. This person is sleeping or he/she is trying to ignore the real world. In my point of view, Dali was expressing his sadness and loneliness in the painting. There were many people died in the World War I. Many places had been destroyed. There are full of conflict between people. Dali was strongly against the wars and conflicts.
