
A b a c o  L i f e 42 S U M M E R / F A L L  2 0 0 4

You need to go aboard to appreciate the tight living quarters for four on an F-27 trimaran.

tight the cruising and living space is. The
outriggers were folded up for trailering
the boat to the Florida east coast, and the
family launched her there and sailed to
Abaco to join the fun of RTIA racing.

They spent only two nights anchored
out during their voyage from West Palm
Beach to Marsh Harbour because of a late
start. Trolling while sailing, they caught
a nice mutton snapper one morning, but
had to throw it back when they realized it
would not keep without ice until they could
stop sailing long enough to clean and cook
it. The small trimaran is capable of attaining
nine knots and has planing hulls. Robert
told me it’s very hard to capsize except if
you cleat the spinnaker down. His strict 
rule is to always hand hold it and never 
cleat it down.

Anna was intrigued by her first sailing
experience out of sight of land, which she
named “cloudland.” Aaron, who has raced
with his dad before, is a big help. As a family
affair, they enjoy a slightly slower pace than
when Robert has a racing crew aboard. In
cruising mode, they all (especially Anna and
Aaron) swim off the boat  frequently to cool
off. They voted Cooperstown their favorite
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