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Last week I mentioned that it is possible for a baby to be born well before the right time? 

And such babies are a pitiful sight. 

They are not ready for the world. They are not the finished product. Their veins hang right on the inside edge of their skin. They have been conceived within their mother but they are not fully formed.

My prayer for many years now has been that we can rid ourselves of the slackness that allows precious people to be conceived in Christ, but never fully formed. Or worse. We need to be like Jesus. 

I spoke last week about the church’s habit of helping people to baptism and then leaving them so that the new converts have poor chance to mature. Through no fault of their own, newcomers to the Christian faith have no idea what God has available for them and the ways he expects them to behave in. 

I spoke about the Gallup survey of people who professed that Jesus was their Lord and Saviour. It showed that in the pattern of their lives there was no difference in areas of crime, stress, family breakdown, financial misdealings, ethical compromise, sexual relationships outside of marriage, foul language and drunkenness. No difference compared to those who might profess to collect postage stamps. 

The death of Christ reminds us that as He stripped off the old body of flesh and put on the new resurrection body we experience a comparable removal of the old and a comparable putting on of the new, we can also put off the old behaviours of sin and put on the new behaviours that convey the quality of life in the realm of God.

What we should see is followers of Jesus with a different lifestyle to the world around us. From the Bible we should expect to see in the life of professing Christians is a lack of crime, a understanding of stress, stronger families, financial honesty and ethical sincerity, sexual faithfulness within marriage, spiritual godly language and drinking in moderation.

Someone is at fault. The blame falls on established, mature, Christians. It takes a disciple to make a disciple. More on that another time! 

I am positive that Jesus would expect us as a worldwide church to build one another up to godly maturity, not leave one another at the waters of baptism.

A few years ago there was in this congregation a young man who came down here quite frequently. He hung out with us and as a natural result, learnt about God. 

He was influenced by other Christians in another city to come closer to Christ. Then there came the day when he was immersed in water, symbolising his spiritual death and rebirth in Christ.

I knew this young man well. Yet though I saw him often, I, like you did not really encourage him in his relationship with his Messiah. 

It is no exaggeration to say that he did not attend church. He came to three services. He came to a couple of meetings. Usually when there was a special event on. He never developed. He never deepened. He never sank deeper into Christ. He never learnt to behave in godly ways rather than worldly ways. 

In my sermon "Who is this God bloke anyway?" 13/12/1998 I found these words:

Have you considered the possibility that some of our converts were never evangelised at all? Have your preaching and methods led anyone to comfort apart from Christ?

Paul could say to the Ephesian elders "I am innocent of the blood of all men" Can we?


How could Paul make such a claim? Not because he had asked each person four questions. That was not the New Testament method of evangelism. The next verse substantiates his claim.


"I have not hesitated to declare to you all the will of God."


Today, "Decisions for Christ" can mean very little. Only a small proportion of those who "make decisions" reflect the glory of God in a transformed life.

I did not encourage this young man. I never prayed with him. 

I only spent few minutes talking spiritually with him. I never told him that God has much superior things for us than to become drunk. That message would have been useful to him. He was interested in a number of young ladies in the church both here and in America. I did not advise him that God’s way was not the world’s. That God advises us to build our relationships slowly, with sex as the crowning beauty reserved for marriage. 

What good advice that would have been! There was much I could have done to encourage him and deepen his Christian life. 

But I did not. 

Now I feel that his soul is in real trouble. I wonder if he will even enter eternal life. Will he? God knows! Thankfully!

 

 

I spirit shakes with emotion at the prospect each our newcomers to faith, never developing, never deepening. I’m probably talking about you. 

My spirit is concerned for you. I dearly want you to experience the best and the most that God has to offer. Those of we who have made a commitment to Jesus have cleansed the outside of our cup, so to speak. Let us not forget – let us have the strength to clean the inside of our cups. Let us remove the cat food from our cans. 

I did not come here to be morose. I came here today to share with you good news, found in the Bible. The beginning of the third chapter of Paul’s letter to the Christians in Collosae contains a shining vibrant message that is so often overlooked by the advise surrounding it. 

Let us look at this scripture. If you have your Bibles and would like to, turn to Col 3

 

 

Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

See to it that no-one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits at God’s right hand in the place of honour and power. 2let heaven fill your thoughts. not earthly things. 

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Have nothing to do with sexual sin, impurity, lust, and shameful desires. Don’t be greedy for the good things of this life, for that is idolatry. 6God’s terrible anger will come upon those who do such things. 7you used to do them when your life was still part of this world. 8but now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behaviour, slander, and dirty language. 9don’t lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

There is a vision that frequently is unnoticed by readers. 

Some scholars describe that perspective by pairing two contrasting adverbs of time. 

That pairing is "Already/Not Yet." 

I want to repeat that pairing, "Already/Not Yet." 

How can something be both of those at the same time? How can something be both already here and not yet here at the same time?

Colossians 3:1-4 helps us answer that question because it is a great example of that "Already/Not Yet" perspective. 

Feel first "the already" in these verses. Paul refers to the Christian reality of already having "been raised with Christ, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God" (v 1). And in v 3 Paul says that his readers already "have died, and [their] life is hidden with Christ in God." 

Now listen to the "not yet." 

It comes in v 4. There Paul says, "When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory." 

Paul’s readers have not yet been revealed with Christ in glory. 

They will be. 

They will be revealed with Christ in glory when Christ "is revealed." 

But it is yet to come. 

Feel the contradiction of this "Already/Not Yet" perspective. Paul’s readers already "have been raised with Christ." They "have died, and [their] life is hidden with Christ in God." 

But what they have already - has not yet been revealed in glory. 

It is still "hidden with Christ in God." 

I want us to feel the power of this perspective. I want it to become such a reality for us that we can stand upon it and live lives shaped by it. 

As Paul says in Romans 6:6, "our old self was crucified with [Christ] so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin." 

That is an "already." We already have the power of sin broken in our lives. We take hold of that "already" with a longing for the "not yet"––a longing for the time "When Christ who is [our] life is revealed, then [we] also will be revealed with him in glory." 

And notice, even in Col 3:4, another "already." 

Christ is already our "life." We are so connected to Him that the power of His life is the power that energises and transforms our life. 

Paul says, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me." [Gal 2:19b-20b] Jesus Christ is our life. 

He is our life now. His power, His will, His faithfulness to God, and His presence within us define, shape, and transform our lives. 

We must take that truth in. Our connection to Christ must focus us upon the spiritual realities that bring as much of our future glory into the present as is possible.

 

Paul writes, "for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God." Through Christ’s death we died to that old way of living, we died to the oppressive power of sin. Paul is, therefore, simply asking that we take hold of that spiritual reality and use the power that it grants to "put to death" behaviours that do not conform to life in the realm of God. 

I think the same kind of spiritual connection to the experience of Christ is also highlighted by Paul in vv 9 & 10 where he refers to "[stripping] off the old self" and "[clothing] yourselves with the new self." 

 

 

Not only has the old self been removed but you are being clothed with your new self. Your new self is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator and not only do we get clothed by our Lord but our clothing is being renewed. It gets newer. 

You’re never out of fashion when you wear the clothes of Jesus. You’re always up to date because it keeps getting renewed. 

You start off looking great and you just keep on looking better. There is nothing more exciting than looking like Jesus. 

This process is sometimes known as sanctification. That process of becoming more and more like Jesus. 

Our new spiritual self is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator and not only do we get renewed in spirituality by our Lord but our renewed spirituality is continually renewed. 

It gets newer. We can grow from one degree of glory to a greater degree of glory!

 

2 Cor 3:17-18, NAS

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, {there} is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory

God says, "Be Holy because I am Holy"

God sees us like the person he wants to make us. 

There are so many things God wants to show us – what he’s looking for is "who wants to know" 

Who wants to experience real life? 

If not I’m taking him up on less than he is. I’m accepting from god a piece of bread when he is also offering a black forest gateau.

I want us to feel the power of this perspective. I want it to become such a reality for us that we can stand upon it and live lives shaped by it. 

