Different day - Same God

Andrew Hoseason - 16/11/97

Readings -
Psalms 139:1-18



Isaiah 40:6-11

The children are being given a question sheet and a wordsearch, the subject of which is this sermon.

State the questions.


There is a subject very close to my heart - in a nutshell, what does God's eternal nature have to do with our lifestyle.  This is a subject that has filled my time for over fourteen years now, during which time it has got me into some wonderful situations with politicians, officials and the like.  I feel sure that God has directed me gradually over these years through this study, from being a Biblical agnostic of my mother's persuasion, a so-called Christian, to the God fearing position in which I now stand.  We are so fortunate that God stands by us and lets us absorb his nature during our lifetime.


There is so much to say about "God's nature and our lifestyles".

What is God like?  How have people come to know him in the past?  The most dynamic way in which the Jews came into contact with God was in connection with the Temple.


Around the year 970BC, Solomon inherited the title of king of Israel

 He then built a temple for God.  It took seven years to complete.

We have three illustrations to show here.  They are artists impressions of the Temple of God in Jerusalem.

The building of the Temple was a great undertaking.  Here are some of the statististics:

70,000 carriers

80,000 stonecutters

3,300 foremen

Then Solomon employed Huram from Tyre, a man experienced in all kinds of metal work.  He made all manner of objects out of bronze or other metals, from spoons to huge columns.  There was so much bronze used that Solomon could not weigh it.


The whole temple was made of stone, cut in the quarries so there was no sound of workmen at the Temple site.  Then the whole inside of the Temple was lined in wood so there was no stone showing.  Then all the wood, including the roof and the floor was lined in gold so there was no wood showing.

Even today, that would be some task -  wouldn't it!


What a magnificent building it was!  No expense spared.

The top craftsmen, top class decorations.  And built in only seven years.


To put this much effort into a Temple to the Lord God, shows a great love for him.  But what does it tell us about God?  Do you think God would like it?  We are told  -   that he did.

God graciously put the presence of his glory there as a symbol of covenant love  and a place of prayer and worship.

The historical record tells us,  When the priests withdrew from the holy place,  the back section of the Temple, the cloud filled the Temple of the Lord.

And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled his Temple.


This cloud was the presence of the glory of the Lord, which had also appeared to the Israelites when the Tabernacle tent was made for the worship ceremonies.


Notice though, it was not God, but his glory - a physical display, a testimony, an awe inspiring endorsement.

As part of Solomon's prayer of dedication for the Temple, he was inspired to say the following revelation about God:


"will God really dwell on earth?  The heavens, even the highest heavens cannot contain you.  How much less this temple that I have built!"  1 K 8.27 NIV

There was no way in which God, as such, could occupy the temple, even one so beautiful and skilfully built as this.  It was well understood in those days, as it is today, that God is greater and more unfathomable than we can understand.  


This is echoed in our earlier reading from Psalm 139:


"Where can I go from your spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast."


God is so much more than someone that can live in a building like a Temple.

In Jer 23:23,            God asks     this question about himself:


"Am I only a God nearby,  And not a God far away?  Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him    Do I not fill heaven and earth?"  declares the Lord.


We can never understand the nature of a being which created the universe, from outside the universe, and yet be omnipresent - be everywhere!


Do you understand it?  I'm sure I can't.  How can God be everywhere?  How can he be in the same place as the world - as the universe?

I have had problems with this.  Only one thing can be in the same place at the same time, can't it?

Let us look at a practical demonstration:

I have a bowl, some serviettes and some water.  Can you tell where the water is?  Where are the serviettes?

 Now if I pour the water over the serviettes - where is the water?  Where are the serviettes?  They are in the same place!

This illustration has its limitations, but it helped me to understand one thing.  God is everywhere in the universe, in a separate dimension.

God is everywhere - even beyond the scope of his created universe.  This is a difficult concept for us to catch hold of,     but we can see through contemporary magazines such as Nature & New Scientist; and even through fiction such as Star Trek, that modern physics is now beginning to get to grips with the concepts of time and space involved.  It is heading in the direction shown by God's word.

The modern age is well equipped to begin a journey in understanding the nature of God.  We are able to understand how things which may seem impossible or improbable, are merely beyond our reason at this time.

God is so different that he can never live in one place, such as in a Temple.

To understand God, we would have to drop all our earthly points of reference but of course this is impossible.  This is why faith in God and his word is so necessary.

While the nature of God is the most difficult thing for me to grasp, I find God's personal name a source of encouragement.  When in Exodus 3.13, Moses asks God his name, God replies "I am who I am" 


This name can equally be translated into






English as "I will be what I was" (In other words, I am already the same tomorrow as I will be in the past.)

This personal name, whichever translation, conjures up images of unchangeability, dependability and faithfulness.

We know that God is reliable.  He doesn't say one thing, and then decide otherwise the next day.  

It is actually impossible for God to change his nature over time since he is not affected by time.  He made the universe, which includes the notions of "time".  


I was recently asked the question, "When was God born?

The answer is simply that he was never born.  There was no beginning.

In order to be born, you have to exist in the universe.  Well, God made the universe.  He made "time".   He made "birth".


Because God is outside time, he can be said to exist in all time at the same moment.  He is not affected by the passage of time.  He does not change over time.  Therefore his word does not change.


"The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever."  Is 40:8 NASB


This is a great assurance and security to me because I am a great sinner.

I think I am second in the queue behind Paul.


Our reading from Isaiah 40 has two parts, the second is a description of the Messiah as a shepherd caring for his flock of people.

God cares for me despite my sinful condition.  God  exists eternally, omipresently.  He knows everything about me, yet cares for me!


 In Max Lucado's book   "In the grip of grace"   he relates this aspect of the nature of God.  He writes,


remember your position - you are a child of God.

Some interpret the presence of our battle against our own sin as the abandonment of God.  Their logic goes something like this:  "I am a Christian.  My desires, however, are anything but Christian.  No child of God would have these battles.  I must be an orphan.  God may have given me a place back then, but he has no place for me now."


That's Satan sowing those seeds seeds of shame.  If he can't seduce you with your sin, he'll let you sink in your guilt.  Nothing pleases him more than for you to cower in the corner, embarrassed that you're still dealing with some old habit.  "God's tired of your struggles," he whispers.  "Your father is weary of your petitions for forgiveness," he lies.


And many believe him, spending years convinced that they are disqualified from the kingdom of God.  Can I go to the well of grace too many times?  I don't deserve to ask for forgiveness again.


Forgive my abrupt response, but who told you that you deserved forgiveness the first time?  When you came to Christ did he know every sin you'd committed up until that point?  Yes.  Did Christ know every sin you would commit in the future?  Yes, he knew that too.


So Jesus saved you, knowing all the sins you would ever commit until the end of your life?  Yes.  






You mean he is willing to call you his child though he knows each and every mistake of your past and future?  Yes.


And what should our response to this unchangeable love be?  I want to take my example from the words of Moses, 


"Hear, O Israel!  The Lord our God is the only true God.

  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be first on your own mind and heart then you shall teach them diligently to your children;

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house

and when you walk by the way

and when you lie down

and when you rise up."  Deut 6:4-7 AJHversion

May the Lord God most high bless us with diligence!

