Reap what you sow

Andrew Hoseason - 16/7/00
Over the last year I have presented no messages as it has proven difficult while adjusting to a differing lifestyle.  All that time, I have, of course, been studying, and when the time came to work towards a message, I was studying Nahum, so, Nahum it is!

The book of Nahum is a little considered work relating to a prophecy given in the C7 BC.  

Nahum means "comfort" which was small comfort for the people about whom he was giving this message, 

but it would bring comfort to the nations of Israel and Judah who were under the in captivity or under threat from Assyria.

The prophecy is given concerning the Assyrian capital, Ninevah.

The Assyrian empire was a major empire in the ancient Near East in what is now [largely] northern Iraq. The development of the Assyrian empire is marked by four phases. During the first, the empire halted Aramaean attacks and neutralized external threats. During the second phase, the Assyrian empire increased its military activity, although Israel and Judea did expand their territories at this time. The third phase is marked by the restoration of royal power and the establishment of a standing army, which both contributed to the empire's eventual control of the Near East. This phase saw the apex of Assyrian power. From 911 BC to 609 BC the empire achieved the largest political configuration the Near East had yet seen. 

The Assyrian policies of terror and the destructive army earned the Assyrians a legacy of hatred. 

The Assyrians were bruttaly cruel, their kings often depicted as gloating over the gruesome punishments inflicted on conquered people.  They conducted their wars with shocking ferocity, uprooted whole populations and deported them to other parts of their empire.  The leaders of conquered cities were tortured and horribly mutilated before being executed.  The city Ninevah served as Assyria's capital at the apex of the empire, until it was destroyed in 612 BC. by joint Babylonian and Median forces.   

The prophet Jonah had announced the destruction of Ninevah probably in the C8 but the people had repented and its destruction was temporarily averted.  Not long after that, however, Ninevah reverted to its extreme wickedness, brutality and pride.  

The downfall of Assyria began with the destruction of Ninevah and marked the fourth phase of Assyria. Assyria's energy and resources were drained by repeated struggles to contain Babylonia and by far-flung campaigns against Egypt and rebellious regions of western Iran. By 605 BC the largest and most powerful empire the world had yet known was no more. 

If you have your Bibles and would like to turn to the book of Nahum we will study this passage.

1-3The prophecy starts with the expression "Woe to the city of blood"  Its not an everyday expression!  "Woe" was a cry that the prophets often proclaimed against those the Lord was to judge.  

Its most common use was as a lament for the dead, and it always indicates a serious calamity of some kind. 

This is a prophecy that Jonah might have applauded at one time!

Notice that the city of Ninevah is described as being full of lies and full of plunder.  The statement about lies is interesting.  After all, it is a judgement in itself if one is a liar.  And consider what a strong statement it is.  Ninevah is full of lies.  God is full of truth.  He is a God of truth.  These few words in themselves show how far away from their possible place near God, the people are!

But the irony is that they would have not known, or not cared.  Similar in fact to today.  The majority of people today have no concern for God and their lives are filled with lies of one sort or another, if not violence.  Yet the majority of people today behave in unGodly ways and imagine that is normal, acceptable, legitimate or even respectable.

Ninevah was accused by God of being a city full of lies and plunder.  The next section from v2-3 describe the effect of a military campaign upon a city.  It is unknown whether this is Ninevah or a foreign city that the Assyrians attacked.  

Really it doesn't matter which - the imagery is the important thing.  Notice that in v3 we have, not just a sword but a bright flashing sword!  An effective and presumably well-used weapon.

4Nineveh aimed at being a universal monarchy, to be the metropolis of the world, and to have all her neighbours under her feet; 

to accomplish this, she used not only arms, but arts, compelling some, deluding others, into subjection to her, and cajoling them as a prostitute might by her charms to lay their necks under her yoke, suggesting to them that it would be for their advantage. 

The city of Ninevah courted other nations to join with her in idolatrous religious ceremonies, to tie them the harder to her interests.  

She made use of her wealth, power, and greatness, to draw people into alliances with her, by which she gained advantage over them. 

These were her whoredoms. 

These were her witchcrafts, with which she gained dominion. 

More than this, though, Ninevah acted as a prostitute in that the rulers pulled the people away from their right relationship with God.  

Remember, the city is quoted as having repented and worshipped God en-masse a century or so before.  

Now, part of its policy was to overwhelm all other cultures and religious practice with that of its own original kind.  

This, then is the city's greatest idolatry, its spiritual prostitution.


The city, through its leaders and people, exhibited pride and security in their own achievements, and it would only be sooner or later before that was knocked.

In v5-7 we see God's response to this city that turned from him.  The graphic detail of his response indicates disgrace and an appropriate punishment for pride.  Throughout this prophecy there is no vision of mercy.  Only visions of bloodshed and death.  

As we read in v7, ruin is predicted, and, indifference.  This section concludes by emphasising that as Ninevah showed no pity, no-one will pity her.  

Those that formerly looked upon her, and fled to her in hopes of protection from her, now, look upon her and flee from her, for fear of being ruined with her. 

Note, those who abuse their honour and interest will be justly disgraced and abandoned, and, because miserable, will be made contemptible, and thereby be made more miserable. 

When Nineveh is laid waste who will cry for her? 

Her trouble will be so great, and her sense of it so deep.  When shall I seek comforters for thee? 

Note, those that showed no pity in the day of their power can expect to find no pity in the day of their fall. 

Now let us turn to Psalm 7.  

We see the same God but a different approach.  

Here, in contrast to the case of Ninevah, we find that there is mercy available, and comfort.  

Why the difference?  It all hinges on the attitude of mind of the people.  Whereas with Ninevah we saw people without any love for God behaving in a hostile fashion, here in Psalm 7 we find David relying on God, aware of his own inperfections.  

The Psalm is essentially in two parts, divided at the end of v9.  In v1 we see that refuge from trouble in here with us in the present whereas deliverance from the trouble is in the future.  This calls for trust on the part of the Psalmist.  The final curing of his problems is in the future but he enjoys some degree of peace or at the least realisation of coming peace, now.  I found a great example of this trust and faith in the book of Micah:

Micah 7: 7-10 As for me, I look to the LORD for his help. 

I wait confidently for God to save me, and my God will certainly hear me. 8Do not gloat over me, my enemies! For though I fall, I will rise again. 

Though I sit in darkness, the LORD himself will be my light. 9I will be patient as the LORD punishes me, for I have sinned against him. 

But after that, he will take up my case and punish my enemies for all the evil they have done to me. The LORD will bring me out of my darkness into the light, and I will see his righteousness. 

10Then my enemies will see that the LORD is on my side. They will be ashamed that they taunted me, saying, "Where is the LORD-that God of yours?" 

NLT


This sentiment is further confirmed in the following:

1 Th 5:8But let us who live in the light think clearly, protected by the body armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. 9For God decided to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 

NLT

In v3-5 David understands that anything done against the will of God is open to some form of punishment.  

However we have to realise through looking at other sources that David was also mature enough to forgive wrongs done against him.  Remember that he continued to serve Saul and in fact to spared his life, well after Saul had attempted to kill him.  

In v6-9 he looks forward to the last judgement of God where he says, "Let the assembled peoples gather round you."  The text confirms that it the content of  our hearts and minds far more than any actions we might take, that will determine the judgement made against us.  

In the next section from v9-13 we find an expression of THE WRATH OF GOD which is very remeniscent of the prophecy in Nahum.  God is willing to bring down those who are not with him, by whatever means. 

At the time of Moses through to the prophets that was largely through the military action of his people.  

Today, it is largely not!

Verses 14-17 give the theme for today.  You will reap what you sow.  You will be given rewards by God, wether good or bad, according to the measure you use now.  

You will be forgiven by God in the same way in which you forgive now.  It's a fair system!

Paul says, reminding us that hell is formostly separation from God forever: 

2 Th 1:9Unrepentant people will be punished with everlasting destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power 10when he comes to receive glory and praise from his holy people. 

And you will be among those praising him on that day, for you believed what we testified about him.NLT

So, in the prophecy to Ninevah, we see that God will reward the people of that city by treating them in the same way they treated others.

They give violence and ignore God.  Fair enough, they'll get violence and be ignored by God.

David on the other hand projects an approach to God that we might be wise to follow.  

He is respectful, honest and humble.  

He will receive the reward of one who understands their place before God and tries their best to behave accordingly.

