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‘Traditional

By PHILIPPOS STYLIA

“TRADITIONAL Life” by Nikolaos G. Tsavos
and Francesca Pinoni (Boekenplan, Nether-
lands, 2003) is one of those books whose title
falls short of what they are really about.

The title’s extension “Language-Stories-
Thoughts” goes a bit more in informing the reader
about the content, but even so the truth is hidden
until the 265 pages are turned - all of them!

For the same reason, the book escapes classifica-
tion in a particular genre. It is party an autobiogra-
phy of the main author Nikolaos Tsavos, an exercise
in linguistics and a social critique, all rolled into one.
As such it is out to clinch the interest of more than
one kind of readership, and this can be both its
strong and weak point.

But there is at least one person who should not fail
to lay his hands on the book, as Francesca Pinoni
suggested in her press release that accompanied the
book to media.

This personis none otherthan Robert Sarmast, the
American author of a recent book on Atlantis who
claims Cyprusis the site of Plato’s lost city and is here
looking for it. o

Passion

Pinoni, an American who helped Tsavos write his
book in English and is herself a resident of Cyprus,
refers Sarmast to pages 62-63 of the book, where
Tsavos’ explanation of what the name Mediter-
ranean sea - Mesogios in Greek - really means,
might provide him with additional linguistic clues to
his Atlantis theory.

The same goes for other names such as the
Bosphorus and the Aegean which are taken for
granted to be seas, while in fact they started as dry
land!

Words and language are avowedly the passion of
Nikilaos Tsavos and form the dominant streak of his
book.

Sometimes he gets carried away trying to estab-

Life’ a book of language,
stories and thoughts {

lish the influence of Greek on other European lan-
guages, but he does this in a simplified way that
makes it as pleasant and fascinating as a cruise in
the Greek islands.

He was born in Patras, Greece, 64 years ago and
still lives there, having been outside of it only as a
tourist. He studied Political and Economic Sciences
in Athens and made a life career with the National
Bank of Greece, which goes to explain why he uses
an old blown-up 20-drachma note for the cover of his
book.

Despite his long service, Tsavos may not have
climbed very high up the bank ladder because of his
adherence to traditional principles and revulsion to
the modern-day aggressive way of doing business.

He describes an incident where his boss told him
off for being sincere with a customer instead of try-
ing to talk himinto taking up a loan at a high interest.

There are many little stories in the book - real ones
- that hint at the conflict between the traditional
Greek way of life and the Western way of life from
Tsavos’ philosophical point of view.

He pours everything out in the last chapter, deliv-
ering a scathing attack against contemporary Greek
society for abandoning its own true values and
adopting foreign models of thought and behaviour.

This chapter would be better appreciated if read
with chapter 15 in mind, where Tsavos analyses the
meaning of certain Greek words and their English or
French equivalent to demonstrate the difference in
mentality between his world and that of the West.

He singles out the press and television as the main
culprits of the transformation of Greek society but
ends with a note of optimism, writing that not every-
thing is lost and enough of the old flame remains to
bring forth a new light.

Maybe people, like the words they speak, never
lose the real meaning of things...

Traditional Life (£10) is available at Kyriacos Book-
shop in Limassol and from other leading bookshops.
More information from 25-452081.





