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Abstract:

Panelists discuss linguistic perceptions of TESOL professionals of color who are native speakers of English, but are sometimes assumed not to be.  Through individual experience and research,  some implications of these perceptions are examined.  Panelists represent a variety of cultures: Asian, Caribbean, American, and European.

Summary:

This colloquium will examine some perceptions of native-English-speaking ESOL teachers of color who work in two different areas of the world.  Discussion by panelists will explore how underlying assumptions held by the societies in which they have lived and worked affect different levels of personal and professional interaction with them.   All the panelists are native speakers of English who on many occasions have not been perceived as such because of these assumptions.   

The role of race in these assumptions will be addressed, as race is a salient factor in intercultural communication that is largely missing from the sociolinguistic literature.  Recent publications and research on the role of race in linguistic perceptions of native and non-native English-speaking teachers will be referred to (Braine, 1999;  Liu, 1999; Stephan, 2000).  Racial implications in related models of world Englishes will also be discussed (Nero, 1999).

The colloquium will be divided into four segments, the first of which will examine origins and reasons for the perceptions referred to above. In the second segment, panelists will describe their individual experiences with some of those who hold these perceptions.  The third segment will address implications for the TESOL profession, and for our students.  The fourth segment will be devoted to questions from the audience.

The colloquium panelists are native speakers of North American English and British English, who were born in the Americas and Europe, and are of Asian and African descent.   They are TESOL professionals who are presently teaching in the areas of higher education and teacher education, in North America and Asia. 

This colloquium will explore some perceptions of native-English-speaking ESOL teachers of color who work in two different areas of the world.  Discussion by panelists will reveal how underlying assumptions held by the societies in which they have lived and worked are reflected in interaction with them.   All the panelists are native speakers of English who on many occasions have not been perceived as such because of these assumptions.   

The role of race in these assumptions will be addressed, as race is a factor in intercultural communication.  Recent publications and research on the role of race in linguistic perceptions of native and non-native English-speaking teachers will be referred to (Braine, 1999;  Liu, 1999; Stephan, 2000).  Racial implications in related models of world Englishes will also be discussed (Nero, 1999).

The colloquium will be divided into four segments, the first of which will examine origins and reasons for the perceptions referred to above. In the second segment, panelists will describe their individual experiences with some of those who hold these perceptions.  The third segment will address implications for the TESOL profession, and for our students.  The fourth segment will be devoted to questions from the audience.

The colloquium panelists are native speakers of North American English and British English, who were born in the Americas and Europe, and are of Asian and African descent.   They are TESOL professionals who are presently teaching in the areas of higher education and teacher education, in North America and Asia. 

