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ABSTRACT:

Challenges to the legitimacy of English spoken by people of color have broad sociopolitical implications.  The colloquium  addresses parallels between how speakers of non-standard English  are perceived by educators and how TESOL professionals of color are often perceived by employers and students. 

SUMMARY:











      

This colloquium will explore the parallels between challenges to the legitimacy of Ebonics and perceptions of World Englishes.  Discussion by panelists will reveal how speakers of culturally diverse Englishes are treated educationally and professionally in the U.S. and throughout the world. 

These challenges and perceptions have broad sociopolitical implications for both students and teachers.  On the one hand, perceptions of mainstream teachers whose students are speakers of Ebonics and of Caribbean Englishes influence the education these students receive in terms of placement and pedagogy.  On the other hand, TESOL professionals of color are sometimes assumed to be speakers of non-standard English, and speakers of World Englishes are sometimes assumed not to be qualified to teach ESOL. These assumptions are held by some employers and students alike.

The  colloquium panelists represent diverse cultures of Asia, Africa, and the Americas.  They are leading scholars in the fields of sociolinguistics, intercultural communication, applied linguistics, writing/composition, Indian English, World Englishes, Caribbean English, and Ebonics.  Specifically, one panelist will discuss the relationship of ESL to speakers of Caribbean Englishes, while another will describe challenges to Indian and World Englishes.  The other  panelists will focus on the role of Ebonics in education, and examine assumptions about the English of African-American and international black professionals in TESOL. Each panelist will deliver  a presentation,  followed by panel discussion  and audience participation.  
