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*Anthropologists seek to understand the diversity of the human life both in the past and in the present.

Anthropologists do 2 things:
1) Describe human cultural and biological variability
2) Attempt to explain or interpret that variable

Anthropology is descriptive and explanatory.
· is historical: they study people of the past and present

· can be both synchronic and diachronic in its perspective
· synchronic: the study of different places at the same time

· diachronic: the study of one place at different times or through out history

Example: How and where “grandma” is buried.

· can have a biocultural approach: studies both biology and culture

· can have a holistic approach: uses methodologies from the science, social sciences, and the humanities

· engages in both academic (basic) research and applied work

· some teach, some work

· Global Study of the “other”: “Us/we” versus “Them”

· most study other cultures

Anthropology verses Other Fields
vs. Sociology:

· study human societies, frequently their own

· considerable overlap each year

vs. Psychologists:

· study the human mind, both biology and its “culture”

· again, overlap, but they do not generally investigate beyond the brain

vs. Historians:

· study human society in the pas

· do not study human biology or societies in the present

The Four Sub-Fields

1) Physical or Biological Anthropologists:
· focus on the biological variability in humans

· study species that are similar or closely related

· study both in the past and present

· provides the biological dimension to the disciplines
Kinds of physical or biological anthropologists are:

· Osteologists and Bioarchaeologists: study human skeletons from archaeological contexts

· Primatologists: study primates

· Paleoanthropoligists: study hominids of the past and the evolution of the human species

· Forensic Anthropologists: study human skeletal remains from the medicolegal context

· use anthropometry (measurements of people) and other measurements to determine the height of individuals (etc)

· use morhopological observations

· use behavioral observations: “How do primates walk?”

· use chemical analyses: “What did grandma eat?”

· use DNA – “How is this person related?”

Slide Example: Study of the tarsier
Slide Example: Funerary Chamber Sipan, Peru

Listening: Aliso Street Bordello

· HQ metro water district

· 1996 recovered a bordello

· Found: Shilo’s consumption cure – reported to cure most elements

· 1910 prostitution accepted by most leaders as long as it stayed in the red light districts
