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Geiriau gofynnol

Geiriau gofynnol – question words

We just need the following question words for now, along with faint, which we have already studied:


lle (ble)


where


sut


how, in what way


pam


why


pwy


who


beth (be’)

what

These question words always come first in Welsh sentences, just like faint. When you compare sentences like these:


Faint ydy’r siaced’ma?

How much is this jacket? and



Gwen ydy ei chwaer o.

Gwen is his sister.
you can see that faint behaves as if it were a definite noun phrase in an identity sentence. The question words pwy and beth (often shortened to be’ in speech and informal writing) can work in the same way:


Pwy ydy prifathro’r ysgol?


Who is the head teacher of the school?


Beth ydy ystyr y gair “dafad”?


What is the meaning of the word “dafad”?
Pwy can also be the object of a sentence. The sentence is constructed in the usual way, except that pwy is the first word in it:

Pwy mae Gwen yn caru?

Who does Gwen love?

Beth can also be an object, but although


Beth mae Gwen yn gwneud?


What is Gwen doing?
is possible, it is more common to say and write


Beth mae Gwen yn ei wneud?


What is Gwen doing? (i.e. literally “what is Gwen doing it?”)
or perhaps even more commonly



Beth mae Gwen yn wneud?


What is Gwen doing?
with only soft mutation apparent. Sometimes pwy sentences are constructed in the same way.

Both pwy and beth may be the objects of prepositions, in which case the preposition will be the first item in the sentence:



Ar bwy mae Gwen yn edrych?


Who is Gwen looking at?


Ar beth mae Gwen yn edrych?


What is Gwen looking at?
Notice that beth is related to the word peth, pethau (m) thing, so it is always soft mutated, as it were.


Ble used to be the regular word for where, but these days it seems that lle is becoming more common. Remember that lle, lleoedd (m) means place:


Lle (Ble) mae Gwen yn aros heno?


Where is Gwen staying tonight?

Lle and ble may also be the objects of prepositions. Ble is basically a contraction of pa le what place, so it too is constantly soft mutated, unlike lle:


O le (O ble) mae Gwen yn dod?


Where does Gwen come from?


I le (I ble) mae Gwen yn mynd?


Where is Gwen going (to)?

There is nothing so remarkable about sut or pam, apart from their always being sentence first:


Pam mae Gwen yn mynd i’r dre?


Why is Gwen going to town?


Sut mae Gwen yn mynd i’r dre?


How is Gwen going to town?

In order to practise those points, work out the questions to which the following sentences are the answers. The questioned part is underlined. Thus, for example, the answer “Mae Gwen yn mynd i’r dre gyda thren” goes with the question “Sut mae Gwen yn mynd i’r dre?”
Mae Angharad yn edrych ar yr ysgol.
Mae Gwyn yn helpu Angharad.
Mae Gwyn yn helpu Angharad.
Mae’r plant yn mynd i Gaerdydd.
Mae’r dynion yn dod o Lundain.

Mae’r gath yn edrych ar y ci.
Mae’r gath yn edrych ar y ci yn ofalus.

Mae Gwen yn rhoi’r anrheg i Gwyn.
(rhoi  (to) give)
Mae Angharad yn eistedd ar y gadair.
Mae Ieuan yn cerdded o’r pentre.
Mae Gwen yn edrych ar ei mab yn falch.
Mae Gwen yn edrych ar ei mab yn falch.
Mae Gwyn yn gweithio heddiw.
Mae’r merched yn mynd i Lundain yfory.

(yfory  tomorrow)

Mae Gwen wedi mynd i’r dre i brynu anrheg i Gwyn.
Mae Angharad yn mynd i’r ysgol i ddysgu Cymraeg.
