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Yr Iaith Gymraeg


Gwers pump – Lesson five
Y rhifolion

0 dim (sero)

1 un

2 dau

3 tri

4 pedwar

5 pump

6 chwech

7 saith

8 wyth

9 naw

10 deg

rhifol, rhifolion (m) numeral
rhif, rhifau (m) number 


teleffon, teleffonau (m) telephone

ffôn, ffonau (m) phone

Ask and answer:

A:
Beth ydy’ch rhif ffôn chi?

B:
072 728 9034

When used for counting, the numerals 1 to 9 are almost always followed by a singular noun, and 1 to 6 have other peculiarities, as follows:

Un causes SM[-ll,rh] in a following feminine noun, just like the article y. Un dyn, un fenyw, un llong.

Dau has a feminine form dwy. Both dau and dwy are followed by SM[+ll,rh]. Dau ddyn, dwy fenyw, dwy long. Both dau and dwy undergo SM when preceded by the article y. Y ddau ddyn, y ddwy fenyw, y ddwy long. No other numeral is mutated after y.
Tri has a feminine form tair. Tri is followed by AM, but tair is not. Tri dyn, tri phen, tair cath, tair menyw, tair llong.

Pedwar has a feminine form pedair. Pedwar dyn, pedwar pen, pedair menyw, pedair llong.

Pump becomes pum when followed by a noun. Pum dyn, pum pen, pum menyw, pum llong.

Chwech becomes chwe when followed by a noun. Chwe causes AM. Chwe dyn, chwe phen, chwe chath, chwe menyw, chwe llong.

Deg can be used with a singular noun, but usually it is followed by the preposition o and a plural noun. As usual o is followed by SM[+ll,rh]. Deg o ddynion, deg o bennau, deg o fenywod, deg o longau. When counting children, this construction is preferred for all numerals except un. Dau o blant, tri o blant etc.

Count from 1 to 10 of these:

ci, cath, dafad, buwch, mynydd, cwm, cae, afon, tŷ, stryd, plentyn

More vocabulary:

trwyn, trwynau (m) nose

clust, clustiau (f) ear
llygad, llygaid (mf) eye

ceg, cegau (f) mouth

llaw, llawiau (dwylo) (f) hand

braich, breichiau (m) arm

troed, traed (m) foot
coes, coesau (f) leg

cynffon, cynffonnau (f) tail
asgell, esgyll (f)  wing, fin, aisle


The older Welsh numeral system is based on 20 rather than 10. Due to educational theories of the 1960’s, a simple system based on 10 came into use in schools. This is now quite popular, so we shall start with it for the numerals from 11 onward. But the old system is still used for dates, age, and often money, so we shall have a look at it later. The newer decimal numbers are generally followed by o and a plural noun.
11 
un deg un
12 
un deg dau
13 
un deg tri 

and so on, until

20
dau ddeg
21
dau ddeg un
22
dau ddeg dau

and so on. Here are the other multiples of ten up to 100:

30
tri deg

40 
pedwar deg
50
pum deg

60
chwe deg
70
saith deg
80
wyth deg

90
naw deg

100
cant

Cant becomes can when used directly before a noun: can punt a hundred pounds. But except in the case of measures like punt, the form cant o is more common: cant o ddefaid, a hundred sheep. Cant o bunnau can also be used as well as can punt.

Look again at the nouns you counted 1 to 10 of. Now count 40 to 50 and 70 to 80 of the same things. Although o is used for these numbers over 10, you must still take account of gender. So pum deg pedair o ddefaid 54 sheep, but pum deg pedwar o gŵn 54 dogs.

Faint o means how many. Look at the groups in the pictures, and answer the questions:

(((((((
Faint o fenywod? Faint o fechgyn? Faint o bennau? Faint o drwynau? Faint o goesau? Faint o lygaid? Faint o glustiau? Faint o freichiau? Faint o lawiau? Faint o draed? Faint o gegau? Faint o bobl? (pobl, pobloedd (f)  people)

((((((((
Faint o anifeiliaid? (anifail, anifeiliaid (m)  animal) Faint o gathod? Faint o gŵn? Faint o gynffonnau? Faint o gegau? Faint o goesau? Faint o glustiau? Faint o lygaid? Faint o bennau? Faint o bawennau? Faint o draed?

(((((((((((
Faint o adar? Faint o goesau? Faint o bennau? Faint o gynffonnau? Faint o lygaid? Faint o esgyll? Faint o draed? Faint o gegau?
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Faint o ddefaid? Faint o glustiau? Faint o gegau? Faint o gynffonnau? Faint o goesau? Faint o bennau? Faint o lygaid? Faint o draed? Faint o drwynau?


punt, punnau (punnoedd) (f)  pound (₤)


ceiniog, ceiniogau (f)  penny

The o way of counting is not used with measurements like money, except for large numbers. So pedwar deg tair punt 43 pounds, pum deg dwy geiniog 52 pence.

Say the following sums of money in Welsh:

₤1

100c

₤56.50c

₤99

96c

₤19.42c

₤3.33c

₤18.14c

18c

₤50

₤11.22c

₤44.3c

₤80.10c

₤9.99c

17c

Faint ydy’r newyddiadur ’ma?  How much is this newspaper?
Faint ydy’r newyddiaduron ’na?  How much are those newspapers?
Faint comes first in these sentences, and the word for is or are is ydy.






