                 Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: Thematic Unit         
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Grade Level: K-5th  

Room Number: 1

Period: 4th

Unit:  Zimbabwe  

Topic: Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters 

2. Goals and Objectives:

      Goals
a. Students will learn about  and explore the culture of                     Zimbabwe through literature.

         b. Students will use prior knowledge in all activities.

c. Students will actualize reasoning, critical thinking, oral 

             language and geography skills.

        .

        Objectives:

Cognitive-Students will follow directions, utilize critical  thinking skills, and retrieve prior knowledge and network with one another. 

 
Psychomotor- Students will utilize fine motor skills throughout the creative arts processes.

Affective- Students will listen to, and explore African music: instrumentation and song.

3. Rationale: Zimbabwe is a very large South African country. It has a rich history of culture and lore one that John Steptoe vividly captures in his book Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters.  This unit will utilize community resources and intrinsically motivate children to achieve. 

4. Instructional Components

a. Content- 

b. Procedure with time plan

          Day One:

i. Set- The teacher will appear in class wearing a funny hat called the storyteller hat. The teacher will activate prior knowledge by asking open-ended questions about Zimbabwe and Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters. To begin the lesson; While holding the book the teacher will ask “Where to you think the story takes place?”

“Looking at the cover..What do you think will happen at the end of the story? The teacher will then proceed to read the story. 

Creative Art Activity: Children will design “body poems” to describe one of the following characters of their choice-Nyasha, Mufaro, Manyara or Nyoka. Student will draw the characters whole body, write the name of the character on its body and write describing words around its outline.   

Day two:  

Students will be given 15-20 minutes to wrap up the “body poem” project. The instructor will ask the children if they have ever played a game called  “Ohoro”. Ohoro is a very popular game throughout all of Africa. Ask the children if they would like to play this game. Choose a student to read the instructions aloud while the instructor passes out materials to construct the “Ohoro” board.

Mathematics Activity:  Students will construct the Ohoro board while reading about and learning the rules of the game.  Next the teacher will ask the students to gather in a circle, asking a volunteer to assist in playing the game while students read the instructions aloud.    

Day three:

 The teacher will ask the students if they think there are any endangered animals in Africa and why? The students will then use the Internet to research and gather pictures of animals or reptiles that are extinct.

 Writing Activity: Students will write a narrative or   informational poem about an endangered species in Africa.

  Day four:

 The teacher will discuss the cultures of Africa and how many cultures in Africa create masks for different occasions(weddings, funerals, festivals etc.). 

ii. Modeling Reminders- Students will be working cooperatively, on some assignments, therefore they should be reminded to remain on task and delineate work evenly.

iii. Guided Practices- Teacher assistance in all activities.

iv. Assignments- The teacher will give in-class as well as homework assignments that will be tallied for grade at the end of the unit. The teacher will take anecdotal records of student participation, observations questions and concerns. 

v. Closure- A culminating activity will take place whereby students will sample foods from Zimbabwe and showcase their artifacts.

5. Resources and Materials:        

     Included within the attached manual

6. Evaluation: The teacher will take anecdotal records throughout the activity. The teacher will check th work examples for correctness. The teacher will observe student participation in the net-working groups.

    Revision: All if necessary

