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THE MEETING OF CULTURES : Document

John Smith is one of the most famous names associated with the English colonization of America, and his
writings did much to introduce Europeans to America and to promote English colonization efforts. The
document that follows is from his General Historie of Virginia, New En land, and the Summer Isles . . .

i i i i i ichard Hakluyt. This
WHERE HISTORIAN AGREE (1624), a chronicle of English exploration that drew heavily on .r.n earlier work of Richar

RIANS DISAGREE (6-9) account of a meeting in 1584 between English explorers and Indians, although seen through the eyes .o»

J Who were the “postivists,” and why has their approach to history been rejected by most scholars the English, tells us much about Indian life before the transformation of the tribes was complete. While

today? reading it, consider the culture and possessions of the Indians and the English attitude toward Mzrn. the

2 Explain the efforts that have been made to determine the population of America before Indians obviously valued. Also pay particular attention to what the English noticed about the Indians, and
Columbus. speculate on why these things were important to them.

AMERICA IN THE WORLD

Till the third day we saw not any of the people, then in a little Boat three of them appeared, one of
them went on shore, to whom wee rowed, and he attended vs without any signe of feare; after he had

What were the Old World forces that influenced the settlement and expansion of America? spoke much though we vnderstood not a word, of his owne accord he came boldly aboord vs, we gaue
him a shirt, a hat, wine and meate, which he liked well and after he had well viewed the barkes and
<M“..\ QMMm the Moanmﬁ of an >.=w=:o &\SE encourage us to think of early American history as a vs, he went away in his owne Boat, and within a quarter of a myle of vs in halfe an houre, had foaden
pattem of exchanges and interactions among societies bordering that ocean. his Boat with fish, with which he came againe to the poynt of land, and there devided it in two parts,

poynting one part to the Ship, the other to the Pinnace, and so departed.

The next day came diuers Boats, and in one of them the Kings Brother, with forty or fifty men,
proper people, and in their behauiour very ciuill; his name was Granganameo, the King is called
Winginia, the Country Wingandacoa. Leauing his Boats a little from our Ships, he came with his
trayne to the poynt: where spreading a Matte he sat downe. Though we came to him well armed, he
made signes to vs to sid downe without any shew of feare, stroking his head and brest, and also ours,
Map Exercise to expresse his loue. After he had made a long speech vnto vs, we presented him with diuers toyes,

which he kindly accepted. He was greatly regarded by his people, for none of them did sit, nor speake
Fill in or identify the following on the blank map provided. Use the map in the text as your source. a word, but foure, on whom we bestowed presents also, but he tooke all from them, making signes all
1. The routes of exploration, and the nations that sponsored these ventures. things did belong to him.

v The King himselfe in a conflict with a King his next neighbour and mottall enemy, was shot in
) two places through the body, and the thigh, yet recouered: whereby he lay at his chiefe towne six days
iourney from thence.

A day or two after shewing them what we hed, Granganameo taking most liking to a Pewter dish,
made a hole in it, hung it about his necke for a brestplate: for which he gaue vs twenty Deere skins,
worth twenty Crownes; and for a Copper Kettell, fiftie skins, worth fiftie Crownes. Much other trucke
we had, and after two dayes he came aboord, and did eate and drinke with vs very merrily. Not long
after he brought his wife and children, they were but of meane stature, but well fauoured and very
bashfull; she had a long coat of Leather, and about Ker privities & peece of the same, about her
forehead a band of white Corrall, and so had her husband, in her cares were bracelets of pearle,
hanging downe to her midde, of the bignesse of great Pease; the rest of the women had Pendants of
Copper, and the Nobelmen fiue or sixe in an eare; his apparrell as his wiues, onely the women weare

their haire long on both sides, and the men but on one; they are of colour yeilow, but their hayre is
blacke, yet we saw children that had very fayre Chesnut coloured hayre.

Afier that these women had beene here with vs, there came downe from all parts great stores of
people, with Leather, Corrall, and diuers kinde of dyes, but when Granganameo was present, none
durst trade but himselfe, and them that wore red Copper on their heads, as he did. When euer he
came, he would signifie by so many fires he came with so many boats, that we might know his
strength. Their Boats are but one great tree, which is but burnt in the forme of a trough with gins and
fire, till it be as they would haue it. For an armour he would haue ingaged vs a bagge of pearle, but we
refused, as not regarding it, that wee might the better learn where it grew. He was very iust of his
promise, for oft we trusted him, and he would come within his day to keepe his word. He sent vs
commonly euery day a brace of Bucks, Conies, Hares, and fish, sometimes Mellons, Walnuts,
Cucumbers, Pease, and diuers roots. This Author sayth, their come groweth three times in fiue
moneths; in May they sow, in luly reape; in lune they sow, in August reapc; in Iuly sow, in August
reape. We put some of our Pease in the ground, which in ten dayes were 14. ynches high.

2. The centers of European settlement in North and Central America and in the Caribbean John Smith, Works, ed. Edward Arber (Birmingham, Eng.: J. Grant, 1884), pp. 306-308.





