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Read the Uao._n;no: of Independence, in the Appendices to your text. This is a statement of the causes
for the colonists' rebelling against England. How do these causes set down by Jefferson compare with
those you have identified in your earlier reading?

The Declaration of Independence aiso suggests the type of society that Americans hoped would

result from this struggle. Identify the major characteristics of the independent nation that Jefferson hoped
would be created.
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Having read, in the text and in other documents, of the aims, interests, 2& m.aoo_u o.n .:K American
patriots, now read the Virginia Statute of Religious Liberty: An Act for Establishing wnm_n_c_.a Freedom.
Written by Thomas Jefferson, the statute was passed by the Virginia General Assembly in On.S_xn _q.mu.
It was the first and clearest legislative expression of the idea of complete religious mom._o_.a in America,
How does it reflect the principles for which Americans said they had fought the Revolution?

I. WHEREAS Almighty God hath created the mind free; that all attempts to influence m.. by
temporal punishments or burthens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits ..;..
hypocrisy and meanness, arid are a departure from the plan of the :.o_w author of our religion,
who being Lord both of body and mind, yet chose not to propagate it by coercions on cither,
as was in his Almighty power to do; . . . that our civil rights have no dependence on our
religious opinions, any more than our opinions in physics or geometry; that .:.2&.13 the )
proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence by laying upon him an incapacity
of being called to offices of trust and emolument, unless he profess or renounce this or .._.2.
religious opinion, is depriving him injuriously of those privileges and m%wbgwou.s which in
common with his fellow citizens he has a natural right; . . . and finally, n..w. truth is great and
will prevail if left to herself, that she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to ervor, and has
nothing to fear from the conflict, unless by human interposition disarmed .o.” her E:.Ed_
weapons, free argument and debate, errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely
to contradict them.

11. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, that no man shall be compelled fo mn...—zom: or support

any religious worship, place or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, ]

molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his
religious opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to

maintain their opinion in matters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish,
enlarge or affect their civil capacities.

And though we well know that this Assembly, elected by the vomin for the &3..._5 purposes

of legislation only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding Assemblies . . . yet as we

are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of the natural rights ,o».

mankind, and that if any Act shall hereafter be passed to repeal the present, or to narrow its

operation, such Act will be an infringement of natural right.
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The following is an excerpt from the Articles of Coafederation, approved by all the states by 1781. How
does it reflect the principles for which Americans said they were fighting the Revolution? What goals and
objectives of the Revolution still remained to be achieved?

1. [Article I] "Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every Power,
Jurisdiction and right, which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United
States, in Congress assembled."

2. [Article IV] The free inhabitants of each state "shall be entitled to all privileges and
immunities of free citizens in the several states” and "full faith and credit" shail be given by
each state to the judicial and other official proceedings of other states.

3. [Article V] Each state shall be represented in Congress by no less than two and no more than
seven members, shall pay its own delegates, and shall have one vote (regardiess of the
number of members).

4. [Article VI} No state, without the consent of Congress, shall enter into diplomatic relations or

- make treaties with other states or with foreign nations, or engage in war except in case of
actual invasion. - '

5. [Anticle VIII} A "common treasury” shall be supplied by the states in proportion to the value
of their land and improvements; the states shall levy taxes to raise their quotas of revenue.

6. [Anticle IX] Congress shall-have power to decide on peace and war, ¢onduct foreign affairs,
settle disputes between states, regulate the Indian trade, maintain post offices, make
appropriations, borrow money, emit bills of credit, build a navy, requisition soldiers from the
states, etc.--but nine states must agree before Congress can take any important action.

7. {Article X} A "Committee of the States,” consisting of one delegate from each state, shall act
in the place of Congress when Congress is not in session.

8. [Article XIII) No change shali be made in these Articles unless agreed to by Congress and
"afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every state.”
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Below is the charge to the Jury given by the chief justice of Massachusetts, who in 1783 presided over the
case of Quork Walker, a slave who was suing his master. How does it reflect the principles for which
Americans said they had fought the Revolution?

As to the doctrine of slavery and the right of Christians to hold Africans in perpetual servitude, and
sell and treat them as we do our horses and cattle, that (it is true) has been heretofore Countenanced by
the Province Laws formerly, but nowhere is it expressly enacted or established. It has been a usage--a
usage which took its origin from the practice of some of the European nations, and the regulations of
British government respecting the then Colonies, for the benefit of trade and wealth. But whatever

entitled to liberty, and to have it guarded by the laws, as well as life and property--and in short is
totally repugnant to the idea of being born slaves. This being the case, I think the idea of slavery is
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