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‘Between 1775 and 1787, Americans struggled to win a war, make a peace, and create ideologically sound,
stable governments on both the state and the national levels. By the end of the era, there was little doubt
that they had accomplished the first two of their goals, but serious questions were being raised concerning
the success of the last. Despite problems that would have stopped lesser men, George Washington and his
army had been able to successfully keep the British at bay, winning when they could and losing as seldom
as possible. Meanwhile, the Continental Congress, blessed with some remarkable diplomiats, maintained a
foreign policy the success of which can be seen in the Franco-American alliance of 1778 and the Treaty
of Paris of 1783. But once the war ended, the government that the British threat had held together found
that its member states' unwillingness to centralize power created more problems than it solved. Economic
dislocation, exemplified by Daniel Shays and his followers, plagued the nation, as many thoughtful men
searched for a way to transform Revolutionary rhetoric into reality and to restore order without sacrificing

liberty.

Review Questions

These questions are to be answered with essays. This will allow you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the period under review.

1. Explain how conflicts and rivalries among European nations both helped and hindered the
American struggle for independence.
2. Compare and contrast the British and the American conduct of the war. How did each side

propose to "win," how realistic was its assessment of the situation, and how did this prewar
assessment influence the ultimate outcome of the war?

3. Read carefully the section "Where Historians Disagree," and then read the descriptions of the
various schools of historical interpretation in the glossary to this chapter of the guide. Which of
these historians fit into which schools? Explain your choices.

4. Examine the relative successes and failures of the Articles of Confederation. Do you think that
this government was capable of providing the stability that the new nation needed? Why or why
not? '

5. How did Revolutionary ideology challenge the way minorities were treated in America? What

changes in this treatment resulted from this challenge, and why did some minorities find their
circumstances improved while others did not?

6. Explain how the political ideology that was the foundation of the American Revolution
influenced the writing of state constitutions and the Articles of Confederation.





