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The document to be studied is the Constitution of the United S%tesand its first twelve amendments. First,
rgad the Constitution in the Appendices to your text; then, consider the following.

1. - How does the organization and election of the House and thé Senate reflect attitudes iha,t existed .
" . in 1787? Why is impeachment held in the House and the trial in the Senate? What does thistell

you about the Founding Fathers’ attitude toward "popular” government?

2 " Why are all revenue bills required to originate in the House of Representatives?
3. - Examine the powers given Congress in Article I, Section 8. How does this section make the

Constitution diffe_rent_ from the Articles? . S -
~4. Outline how the president was elected before the ratification of the Twelfth Amendment. What
. roledid the popular vote play in this process? Why was it designed this way? | |
5. List the specific powers given the president, and be prepared to follow the evolution of these
LT IORg o T IOy , inted rather thaii elecreq; ana
“6.  ~Why.are Supreme Court justices (and judges on inferior em) appointed rather than ¢ A
° 'Wh;do the; hold office during good behavior? Look at the ferms of office for the pt.hgt b{aqches.
What does this reveal about what the people can, and cannot, do rcga.rdmg chz_mg;s in thel-r -
o goﬁetnm6nt? Why was it done this way? R S .
9, How does the amendment process under the Constitution differ from that under the Articles?. -
. Why was this change made? ' ) ' B S
8. . Rersad the second paragraph of Article VI According to this article, is the Constitution t?l‘?atmg a |
o natidnalor_afederal'government? o -‘ e a8
" Now read the first ten amendments to the Constitution—the Bill of Rights—and consider the following. ) L
| ally a ndments onsi e reldtions between Great Britainand .
] Look carefully at Amendments 1 through V, and con_sldc_:r the re s b Great Britain
h its :olonies ﬁz)m' 1700 to 1776. It has been contended that these amendmentslwere' ms;sted on tg
make sure that the abuses experienced at the hands of the mother country would not be rgpeatg ;-
What evidence of this do you find? ,} R O R
2.  Examine Amendments VI through VIII. What fears do these ‘amendments reflect, and how were
' these fears resolved? . o o o - o
3. - What seems to have been the purpose of Amendm.ents-D( and X? How do these amendments
reflect concerns felt by opponents of the Constitution? S
Compare and :c‘ontrast the provisions in Amendment XI»I. forglec ing the president Wlth those} in
Article II, Section 1. What circumstances.gave rise to this change? S

| The ‘period between 1785 and 1800 was one of the most politically. productive in American history.

| During these fifteen years, the nation, guided by some of the most talented men. in history, reorganized.
' jtself under a new framework of government and then struggled to define (for itself as well as for others) -

| just what had been created. It was a period marked by the rise of a party that called itself Federalist,
although the philosophy it espoused -was, as its opponents were quick to point out, more "nationalist" in
emphasis. Arguing that to prosper, the United States had best follow the economic and political example
of Great Britain, these Federalists, led by Hamilton, interjected foreign policy into domestic differences .’
and set the stage for one of the earliest and most serious government assaults on individual civil liberties.
Seeing their less elitist, proagriculture, Republican opponents as supporters of France in an undeclared -
conflict between that nation and the United States, the Federalists set out to suppress. dissent. and those.
who promoted it. This assault brought a swift response and so heightened tensions that many feared that
the nation could not survive. It was against this background that a shift of power occurred, and by the end

of the decade, the Federalists, who had been the moving force for so many years, were clearly losing
ground to the Republicans. This meant that if wounds were to be healed and divisions mended, it would

. have to be done by the man many believed to be the personification of all that separated the two groups— -

i -Thomas Jefferson. . : o
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