[image: image1.png]~

- @oc:ﬂ; | Continued -

&::  Ican hot.conclude without giving you some description of our fellew-ladgers, with whom I enjoy’

% a happiness which I by no means expected. . . . It is remarkable that al these _'ge_ntleme_n are professors .
of religion and members of the churches to which they respectively belong. An unbecoming word is -

‘never uttered by one of them, and the most perfect harmony and friendliness pervades the family.
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| The inhabitants of Kentucky, are nearly all natives of Virginia, and particularly the remotest parts of §
. that state; and exclusive of the gentlemén of the law, physicians, and a small number of citizens who . |
'+ have received an education suitable to their professions in the Atlantic states, they have preserved the:|
~manners of the Virginians. With them the passion for gaming and spirituous liquorsis carried to |
- excess, which frequently terminates in quarrels degrading to human naturé. The public-houses are |
-always crowded, more especially during the- sittings of the courts of justice. Horses and law-suits .- -
- comprise the usual topic of their conversation. If a traveller happens to pass by, his horse is - -
appreciated; if he stops, he is presented with a glass of whiskey, and then asked a thousand questions k

. . . their only object being the gratification of that curiosity so natural to people who live isolated in
the woods, and seldom see a stranger. They are never dictated by mistrust; for from whatever part of | -
‘the globe a person comes, he may visit all the poits and principal towns of the United States, stay =~ |
there as long as he pleases, and travel in any part of the country without ever being interrogated by a '
public officer. . - : : : : : ' :

|, Among the various sects that exist in Kentucky, those of the Methodists and Anabaptists are the
‘most numerous. The spirit of religion has acquired a fresh degree of strength within these seven or
<ight years among the country inhabitants, since, independent of Sundays, which are scrupulously.
obsetved, they assemble, during the summer, in the course of the week, to hear sermons. These -
meetings, which frequently consist of two or three thousand persons who come from all parts of the .

- country within fifteen or twenty miles, take place in the woods, and continue for several days: Each
brings his-provisions, and spends the night round a-fire. The clergymen are very vehement in their .
diseourses. Often in the midst of the sermons the heads are lifted up, the imaginations exalted, and the
inspired all backwards, exclaiming, "Glory! glory!" This species of infatuation happens chiefly: " -

| among the woinen, who are carried out of the crowd, and put undera tree, where they lie a long time
extended, heaving the most lamentable sighs. ~ - : - : T

 There have been inistances of two or three hundred of the congregation being thus affected during
“the performance of divine service; so that one-third of the hearers were engaged in recovéring the
 rest. Whilst I was at Lexington I was present at one of these meetings. The better informed people do -
/ ot share the opinion of the multifude with regard to this state of ecstacy, and on this account they are
/ braiided with the appellation of bad folks. Except during the continuance of this preaching, religion is
/. very seldom the topic of conversation. Although divided info several sects, they live in the greatest
/’ * harmony; and whenever there is an alliance betieen the families, the difference of religion is never -
// - considered ag an obstacle; the husband and wife puisue whatever kind of worship they like best, and

 their children, when they grow up, do just the same, without the intetference of their parents.
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