IHSA JUDGING SUPPLMENT

What every IHSA judge should know…

OVERALL JUDGING:


As an Intercollegiate Horse Show Association judge, we ask that you take into consideration the uniqueness of intercollegiate horseback riding.  Riders today will be on unfamiliar horses and will not have the opportunity to ride their mounts before they enter the arena to be judged.  The show horses will be warmed-up by non-competing members and the riders will not have been on any other horse before they ride that day.


The key to judging IHSA is to look for the rider who is the most effective and the most capable, regardless of their mount.  For example, a rider who draws the “worst” horse but is an outstanding rider and shows their remarkable ability should place higher than a mediocre rider who does very little on an extremely nice horse.


Although the IHSA Rule Book provides a brief description of the judging requirements for IHSA shows, we have put together this supplemental form in order to better prepare you for judging our shows.  Please make special note of the below notations and contact the hosting school with any questions you may have.  You can also contact our Regional President (the host school can provide you with contact information for the current Regional President).

WESTERN JUDGING:


In the IHSA, Western classes are based on the RIDER’S equitation.  They are not 

“horsemanship” classes as such (although the class title does leans towards that 

impression).  The focus is on the rider, not on the horse or the horse-and-rider 

pair.

· All tack is acceptable, and the show stewards will check for safety.  Thus, allowable tack items include, but are not limited to:

Tie downs (even in rail classes), snaffle bits, hackamores, splint boots, skid boots, bell boots, etc.  (these items will be used as the show management feels necessary)

· Riders should NOT be penalized do to horse height issues (ie. small rider on big horse or tall rider on short horse)

All horse draws are RANDOM.  Riders have no control over which mount they are given.  Please talk with the stewards and/or show management if you think a horse is inappropriate.

· In reining classes, simple changes or flying changes are determined by the posted reining pattern.  

· Riders can hold the reins in whichever hand they prefer (left versus right), and it is acceptable to ride a horse in a snaffle bit with two hands.

· You are invited to test riders (especially in rail classes) per the guidelines in the Rule Book.  It is not necessary to test ALL competitors (oftentimes, testing just the top two or four is appropriate).  You may also ask riders to switch horses, especially when there are varied abilities of horses in the same class.  Tests and ride switches can be short and simple, per your discretion.  Please check with the show stewards if you have any questions regarding this issue.

[continued on next page]

HUNTER SEAT JUDGING:

In the IHSA, Hunter Seat classes are based on the RIDER’S equitation.  They are not “hunter” classes as such, as the focus is on the rider, and not the horse.

· All tack is acceptable, and the show stewards will check for safety.  Thus, allowable tack items include, but are not limited to:

Martingales (even in flat classes), any bits, figure-eight and drop-nosebands, splint boots, bell boots, conversion pelhams, etc. (these items will be used as the show management feels necessary)

· Riders should NOT be penalized do to horse height issues (ie. small rider on big horse or tall rider on short horse)

All horse draws are RANDOM.  Riders have no control over which mount they are given.  Please talk with the stewards and/or show management if you think a horse is inappropriate.

· In over-fences classes, simple changes are always acceptable (not all IHSA horses do flying changes) and the number of strides in lines do not count.

· You are invited to test riders (especially in flat classes) per the guidelines in the Rule Book.  It is not necessary to test ALL competitors (oftentimes, testing just the top two or four is appropriate).  You may also ask riders to switch horses, especially when there are varied abilities of horses in the same class.  Tests and ride switches can be short and simple, per your discretion.  Please check with the show stewards if you have any questions regarding this issue.

OTHER IMPORTANT NOTES:

· Please observe the horse warm-ups prior to the show’s official beginning.  You should arrive at the site 30-45minutes before the show starts in order to observe the show’s horses during their warm-up.  This will give you a better idea of the mounts the riders will be dealing with.  You will also be able to see any limitations or exceptionalities in horses during this time.  If you have any concerns about specific mounts, please discuss them with the show management and/or stewards at this time.

· Please note requirements for each class, especially in terms of ability.  Different tests are allowed for different riding levels.  Also, while having riders drop their stirrups in the show ring is a great test, please do not have Classes 2a and 12a canter without stirrups.  Also, please do not have Classes 1 and 11 drop their stirrups at all (these are our most beginning classes and many of the riders are not able to drop their stirrups safely on an unfamiliar horse).

· We would appreciate you writing short, brief comments on your judge’s cards.  Your judge’s cards will be posted at the end of the show for competitors to view.  These shows are not only for competition, they are also learning experiences for many of our riders and your comments will help to improve the quality of our Region’s riding and horse shows.  You are also invited to stay for a few minutes after the show, as many of our riders would benefit from talking directly to you in regards to your comments.

Thank you for your interest in judging our IHSA horse shows.  We hope that this supplement will clear up any confusion about the differences between IHSA and other shows.  The Intercollegiate Horse Show Association provides a wonderful opportunity for competition and growth in our local collegiate system.  We look forward to your participation as a judge.  Please feel free to discuss any further questions with the hosting school or our Regional President.

