Just Makes Scents

By: Josh Shuck
No one likes horrible smells.  There are ways to combat smells, such as matches, incense, and also air fresheners.  One product outdoes them all in combating smells.  This product is the candle.  The business owner I chose to interview is actually a distributor for a larger candle company.  She told me that the bigger company, Gold Canyon Candle Company, started out as a small business.


She then told me that her company was named Just Makes Scents.  I asked her how she got to name it.  She said that all the distributors name themselves and get to put a brick, bearing their store name, at the central headquarters for Gold Canyon.  Which I thought was a great idea to make their smaller business part of the bigger business.


Her business started a few years after she was first introduced to Gold Canyon candles.  Her first encounter with the candles actually occurred when her sister, in Arizona, gave members of the family a pumpkin pie scented candle as a Halloween gift.  She really enjoyed the candle so much and contacted the woman who gave her sister the candle.  The distributor let her know that anyone can sell the candles.  After finding this out she had a drive to sell the candles.  


However, instead of instantly starting up the company she waited a few years to start it.  She found out that at the time she originally wanted to start the business, there were not any distributors in the state of Indiana!  When she did start up the business several other distributors had already started in Indiana.   Her starting cost to get her inventory was five thousand dollars.  She has already made enough money off the candles to pay off her initial investment.

Her business is run out of her home in her basement.  The basement consists of a nine by ten room with a giant shelving system.  The shelf, which is about eight foot tall, is filled with over thirty different candle options.  She carries about seven different sizes for each scent.  For each scent she also has different sizes available for purchase.   Also in the room is another shelf.  Which contains a wide variety of candleholders.  The room also contains another shelf not as large as the other two.  This shelf contains other candles in specials jars.  On the wall were Gold Canyon lighters, wick snippers, and wick dippers.  All of which are essential to anyone who burns candles.  This was by far the largest supply of candles I had ever seen.

As far as business experience, she actually has no experience with running a business other than this.  Her business is very successful and she’s doing it without a master’s degree in business. 

She says that one of the many advantages to running your own business at home would be the freedom.  With being her own boss she doesn’t have to answer to anyone but herself.  She also has the flexibility that she cannot experience at a typical job.  She is also able to spend more time with her kids, who were very enthused about the candle business too.  

Some advice to starting a small business such as this would to have a devotion for the company that you are selling things for.  With her love for the candles, it is very easy to see why she would like to be associated with the company.  After talking to her I feel that it would be a very good idea to start up a small business such as the one the she operates.  Plus I really like candles, so she might have a new distributor to compete with!

