My Life as a Gamer

By: Josh Shuck


Dorks.  Nerds.  Losers.  All these words are some adjectives that people use to describe a “gamer”.  A gamer is defined as, one who plays a game, especially a role-playing or computer game.  Most people feel that playing video games is a waste of time.  I however, feel that videogames are the same as any other sport with competetion.


My life as a gamer started around a year ago.  I had played many videogames before but never on a professional level.  It all happened when a videogame called Halo 2 was released on the XBOX gaming system.  The game offered online play, which allows you to play with people all over the world and with your friends.  After two days of playing the game straight, I knew I was addicted.


Luckily, I shared friends that also shared my addiction.  We played night and day for almost three months straight.  We also started to get pretty good at the game.  We decided that maybe we should go to competitions held by a company, MLG.  MLG stands for Major League Gaming.  MLG is also the national gaming compititon runner.  We practiced as long as it took to get to the level we thought would be suitable for competition.  


The day of the competition came, and we went with thoughts of domination in mind.  However, we would soon find out though, as good as we thought we were,  other people were better.  I realized that the competition in these leagues is more than any other sport I have played in.  Its all about teamwork, and all about being skilled.  It’s not just grabbing a controller and playing, its knowing what someone is going to do next.  Its not failing when you have to succeed.  Its all about practice.


I feel that the world looks down on gaming.  As if it is just a hobby.  True to some people it is, but some people make almost $100,000 a year winning these tournaments.  If you’re good as something you should pursue.  You shouldn’t however consider it worthless because it doesn’t involve working out. 

