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READING

PART 1 (6% of the subject mark)

Read the following article and then answer questions 1~18. From the four choices given, choose the option which best answers
each question. You should mark your answers to guestions 1-18 on the multiple-choice Answer Sheet.

Our durable planet

*The world's environment is surprisingly healthy. Discuss.’
If that were an examination topic, most students would tear
it apart, offering a long list of evidence from local smog to
global chimate change, from the cutting down of forests to
the spread of roads and cities, from poisoneus hatbours to
the extinction of species. The list would be largely accurate,
the concern justified.  Yet the students given the highest
marks should be those who agreed with the statement. The
surprise is how good things are, not how bad.

The world's population has tripled during this cenmry, and
world output has risen hugely, so you would expect the earth
itself 10 have been affected. Indeed, if people now lived,
consumed and produced things in the same way as they did
in 1900 (ar 1950, or indeed 1980), the world would be pretty
disgusting: smelly, insanitary, toxic and dangerous. But
thcy don't. The reasons why they don't, and why the
environmeit has aot been totally destroyed, have to do with
prices, technological innovation, social change and, in
democracics, government regulation in response to popular
pressure.  That is why today’s environmental problems in
poor countries ought, in pringiple, to be salvable,

Raw materials have not ran out and show no sign of doing
30, One day they must; the planet is a fimite place. Yetitis
also very big, and people are ingemious. Each time a
material seems to have been running short, the price bas
risen and, in response, people have sought new sources of
supply, found ways to use less of the material, or looked for
a substitute, Thus, prices for energy and minerals have
fallen in rea! terms during the century, The same is irue for

food. Prices fluctuate in response to harvests, nafural .

disasters and political instability; and when they rise, it takes
some time before new sources of supply become available.
But they always do, assisted by new farming technology.

It is where prices and markets do not operate properly that
genine problerns arise, Markets cannot always keep the
environment healthy. If no one owns a resource, no one has
an interest in conserving it The case of fish is the best
example of this. Markets also fail if a damaging activity 19
not subject to a market price but rather is shared by society.
Pollution, whether of air, ground or water, is a good
example of conflicting corporate and social mterests. It is
hard to compare the social benefits of environmental
protection with the cost of that protection, and hard to judge
the best way for governments to intervene, [t is sometimes
difficult to be sute even of the facts,

Yet, the record in rich countries this century has been good.
Once an issue has been identified, and voters and
governments have become convinced that something ought
10 be done, something has begn done. The oldest and worst
kinds of air pollution — sulphur dioxide and smoke particles
— have been brought steadily vrider control, ending 300
years of deterioration. So have levels of tead in the air. The
onty — and it is a significant only — exception is that vehicle
emissions of some pollutants have stayed high as petrol
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(Freely adapted from an article in The Economist, 11 # September, 1999.)

consumption has grown faster than the effect of tighter
controls. Water, whether in rivers or the sea, has become far
cleaner since the 1950s. Governments have increasingly
insisted on waste water being treated before release.

In other words, the experience of this century has been the
opposite of that claimed by many environmentalists. In rich
countries, where great sconomic growth has occurred, the
environment has become healthier, It is in poor countries,
where economic growth has been slow, that air and water
pollution is an increasing hazard to health. For such
countries, the issue is not whether snvironmental probletns
can be solved, but how to make sure that they are solved.

One obstacle to solutions is knowledge. Governments,
whether in the rich world or the poor, are not able to assess
pollution problems effortlessly of to calculate finely the best
way to solve them. And, peoplc’s behaviour often goes
against expcetations. In 1939, when Mexico tried to deal
with air pollution by banhing certain types of cars on
particular days of the week, many people reacted by buying
s second, older (and more polleting) car that could be used
on those days. The quickest way for a government to
improve the environment is by reducing certain subsidies,
including those on water and energy, as well as by
eliminating tax benefits for polluting industries such as
mining, Subsidies and tax breaks are scourges of the
environment world-wide.

This gets to the beart of the matter. The real difficulty lies
in reconciling the differing interests and views involved.
You can be green if you deprive farmers of their subsidiscd
water, but they will complain. You can be green if you
force companies to bear the cost of installing anti-pollution
equipment in factories, but the factory owners will protest,
lay off workers or try to bribe officials not to enforce the
law. In dealing with these trade-offs, the poor countries’
problems are more political than economic. Few poor
countries are fully-developed democracies with broad
equality of power and genuine accountability.

The improvement in rich countries’ environments has been
ctosely correlated with the growth of democracy in those
countrics. The first tough anti-pollution laws were passed in
the 19505, when democracy was blossoming world-wide.
Iapan, for example, was hit by a series of pollution disasters
such as mercury poisoning in the late 1950s, which gave rise
to citizens' protest movements, and then, to new laws to
control toxic effluents and eir pollution. 1n their imperfect
way, demacracics give voice to the social costs of pollution.
Authoritarian governments can afford to tur a blind eye.

The best hope for poor countries is to replace corruption
with the rule of law and authoritarian government with
democracy in which all can participate. - Only in this way
can these countries develop the political will to overcome
the environmental problems they increasingly face.
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17, Japan is cited primarit
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The writer congiders that ......

A. smog and global climate change are the worst
etivironmental prohlems,

B. the list of environmental problems iz surprisingly
long.

C. we have worse thingg to worry about than the
enviromment.

D. we should be surprised that the environment is not in

worse condition.

. According to paragraph 2, the envirormental problems

faced by poor countries ......

A. are the result of government regulation,
B. cannot be solved by democracy.

C. can theoretically be overcome.

[} are a reaponse to popular pressure.

According to paragraph 3, taw materials generally show
ne sign of running out because , ...

the planet is very big.

we keep on finding alternatives,

prices often rise after natural disasters.

developments have been made in farming
technology.

=Re R

In the writer's view, the primary reason people change
their behaviour in regard to potentiasl shortages of raw
materials ig ......

A. fears about the enviromment.’

B. knowing the planet i a very big place.

C. advances in farming technology.

D. increases in commodity prices.

*The same’ (line 29) refers to ...
A real prices falling over time.

B, maw materidls not naning out.
C. materials ranning short,

D. real prices generally increasing,

Fish i8 used in paragraph 4 as an example of ......
A. 8 well-protected resource,

B. aresource no onc takes responsibility for,

€. & resource much damaged by poliution.

D). a food shared by all of socisty.

A mpin argument in paragraph 4 is that the most diffienlt

environmental problems are ......

A. caused by gonflicts berween commercial and public
interests. '

B. best solved by government interveition,

C. caused by air, land or water pollution.

D, too costly for govermments to deal with,

According to paregtaph 5, what has led to improvements

in the quality of the environment in som¢ democratic

eountries?

A. Governments have identified the most imporeant
issues,

B. Voters have wotked with the governments,

C. Voters end governments have agrecd on the
necessity for action,

D, The worst sources of air pollution have been
identified.

' manly az an example of a couptry ...
which experienced many pollution dimters'.ry

w?'th an imperfect democmatic goverwment,
with an authoritarian government,

+ Where demoacracy fostered aniti-poliution [aws,

10.
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14,
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16.

18, X\fhat woitld be a suitabl
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According to patagraph 5, in wealthy countries ...

A. nir pollution has been deteriorating for 300 years,

B, the smie of the cnvironment as a whole has
improved in recent years.

C. all aspects of air quality have improved in recent
decades,

D. govemments havg persuaded people to reduce air

pollution from vehicles.

Pollution from petrol has worsened because petrol ...
A. demand has grown so fast,

B. contains sulphur dioxidc.

C. consumption is hard to determine.

D. contains lead.

In paragraph 6, the writer suggests that strong ¢conomic

A. cannot solve environmental problemns,

B. increases environmental problems.

C. allows countries to clean up their cnvironment.
D. is liked by environmentalists,

According to paragraph 6, in pecr countries ...

A. environmentalists have identified most problems.
B. environmental problems cannet be solved.

C. there has been less growth in pollution.

D. pollution represents a growing danger.

According to the writer, which of the followmg s
probably NOT an sffective measure for reducing
pollution?

A. eliminating tax benefis for the mining industry

B. increasing the cost of water ta consumers

. banning some cars some of the time

D. instelling anti-pollution equipment

Mexico is uscd by the writer in paragrsph 7 as an
cxample of & country ......

A. where there is too much corruption,

B. where there are too many tax benefits.,

. which has dealt with ax pollution well,

D. which found it difficult to improve air quality.

The phrase ‘scourges of the environment® (lines 79-80)
A. friends of the environment.

B. enemies of the environment.

C. protection for the environment,

D, different aspects of the covironment.

In the opinion of the writer, which is the biggest problem
faced by poorer countrics in their struggle against
pollution?

A, They are rarely democratic,

B. Companics ar¢ corrupt,

. No one wants to be green.

. Green policies increase unerployment.

¢ alternative titl is ari
The dangers of pollution e for this article?

Environmental realities: 1y

: Fich and poor
Pollution in poor countries &
A century of continuing poliution
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PART 1 READING (6% of the subject mark)

*The world's environment is surprisingly healthy. Digcnss,’

If that were an £xamination topic, moat students would tear

it apart, offering a long list of evidence from local emog to

global climare changs, from the curting down of foreats to

5 the apread of rouds mnd cities, from polsonous harbours to

the extinction of apecies. The list would be largely accurate,

) the congem justified.  Yet the amdents given the highest
y ‘ marks should be those who agreed with the statement. The

@ surprise is how good things are, not how bad.

1¢  The world's populstion has tripled during this century, and
wiorld output has risen hugely, 80 you would expect the earth
itelf t» have been affacted. Indsed, if peopls now lived,
consumed and produced things in the sime way as they did
in 1900 {or 1950, or indeed 1980), the waild would be pretty
15 disgusting: smelly, insanitary, toxic and dangerous, But
they don't. The rewsons why they den't, and why the
environment has not been totally destroyed, have to do with
prices, technological innovation, social chasge and, m
' : demoeracies, govarnment reguiation in msponse to popular
. 20 Ppresiure,  That is why today's environmental problems in

. Q‘)) poor countries ought, in principle, to be solvable.

Eaw moterinls have not run cut and show no sign of doing
80. One day they musi: the planet iz a finite place. Yet it is
alse very big, and peopls are ingenious, Each tlme »
25 material secms to have begn running short, th: price has

risen and, in response, people have sought gl Lrcez of
upph.foypd ways to uge less of the ma'rmnt'ur

‘ and mlnﬂah hava

a0 _food,  Prices fluctuate in marpou.sc to harvests, naturl
E : d.laasterﬂandpulmcal umta n.ndwhen they rise, it takes

KO time bef‘ofe m becoma available
But they aiwmys dD. e m g technology.

It is where prices and markets dp not operate propez]y that
aenume problems arige. Markets cannol always keep the
envirgnment healthy, _If no one owns &
gn_interest i comderving it. The casc of fish i3 the best
_mnlg__qr_ﬂm.. Markets also Tail If @ damaging activity is
not subject o » market price but mther is shered by sociaty,
40 Pollution, whether of air, ground or water, is 8 good
example of conflicting corporale and social interests, It iz
hard to comparc the gocial bensfits of environmental
protection with the cost of that protection, and hard to judge
the best way for governments fo Intervene, It is sometimes
45 difficult to be sure even of the facts.

Yat, the recoed in rich :ountnua th:s ¢entuty has been good,
Once an _issue has and _voters and

orvatitnsttt have bee vu-m:d b dritns! ought
w be done. smnemmg has beep done. Thg deg md wornt

o have lwcls of lead m ﬂ1= ln‘
ant only — exeeption is that v lclc
a5 petrol

eaTs of deteriorlt.iun.
only —and it iz a i
of some pnllutants have staye
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.Our durable planet

&? watar, but they will complain, You can be green if you
5 force companies to bear the cost of installing anti-poHution

“Hledner simee the 19508, Governments have increasingly
ingisted on waste water being treated before release.

33 _consumption has Fwn faster ¢ effect of tighter
coitnals, . Water, whether in rivers or the sea, has become f'a)

In othet words, the experience of this century bas been the B
60 opposita ofﬂm ¢laimed by many environmentalists. In rich ;
ecurred, The Cb/{ / :

—countriea, where great cconomic growth hay gecurred, the
eqviropment has become healthier, [t i5 in_popr countrics, IR
Whmzcouonuc EL hlsbmslow th.nta apd_wal R

ingreag salth,  For sweh F‘E‘-“m"/l.-—
&5 adunm.nn r]u izans h nut whaﬂmf envirgnmental problems .
can be mlv:d, but how to make surc that they are aolved.

Ome obsiacle to solutions iz kmowledge. Governmens,
whathar in the rich wotld or the poor, are oot able to issess
pollution problerns effortlessly or to caleulate finely the best
70 way to aolve them. And, peopls's behaviour often goes CQ /
aghinst expectations. In 198%, when Mexico tried to deal f
with air pollution by banning certain types of cars ot
T pariicular days of e Week, many peopls reacted by tuying
3 second, older (and more polluting) car that could be us
75 _on thosc days. The quickest way for a government
improve the anvironment is by raducing certain gubgidies,
including thoss om water and emergy, a5 well as by
chminating tax bencfits for poliuting industrica such as
mining. Subgidiez and tax breake ars scourges of the

B0  environment workl-wide, ‘
m—@ /J‘/

You can be green if you deprive farpders of their wbs:dued

cqnipment in factorlae, but the factory owners will protest,
lay off workets or ity i bribe afficinls ot to enforce the »
Iaw. In denling with these trade-offs, the poor cuu.umeu
problems are more political than econgmic. Few pog

90 couniries are fully.developed demdocracies with hmud
equality of power and genuine accountability,

The improvement in rich countries’ environments hat been

¢losely cormlated with the growth of democracy in those

countries. The first tough anti-pollution laws were passed in &/,3"
95 the 19508, when demoeracy was blopoming world.wide,

Japan, tor example, wag ot by » serics of polluben dizaxiers

such as mercury poisoning in the late 1950s, which gave rise

0 citizens' protest movements, and then, to new laws to

control toxic effluents and air pollution. In their imperfect

100 way, democracica give voice to the social coatz of pollution.

Authoritarian governments can afford to turn a blind eye.

The best hope for poor couniyies i5 10 tepiace corruption
with the rule of law and authoritsrian government with
democracy in which all can participate. - Only in this way

105 can these countries develop the political will 10 overtoms

the environmental problems they increasingly face.
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(Freely adapred from an article in The Economist, 1™ September, 1999,)
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1. Tiw writer considers that ..__.

A. smog and global tlimaw change are the womt
envirpemenml problem,

B, the lat of environmental problems i surprisingly

C et

. we have wort things o worry sbout than the

cnviromment,
@ we abould be muzprised that the environment if ot in
waotat condition.

2. . According to paragreph 2, the envirormenial peoblema
faced by poor COURITIES ... TToTTTT
A. e the result of govemtnent regulation,
cannot be solved by demacracy.
can theorptically be overcome.
. ard & Kaponan to popular prossoe.

3. According to pargraph 3, mw muterials generslly show
oo aign of nunning out beeause ...
the planet ia very big.
@ we keop on finding wlrnativas,
, prices ofteh rive after natural disssiers,
[. devsiopments bave been made m  farming
wchnology.

4. o the writer's view, the primary reawon people thangs
their bahavicur in Tegard to potcttial shorages of raw
materialt 18 ... ..

B A. Iears about the eavironment,’
B. imowing the plasct s » very big plice,
advancas in [arming techoology.
mcroases In commadity prices,

5. ‘The mroe’ (line 28) rofets (0 ...
real prices falling over time.
" maw mutetisls not running out,
C. materials nmning thort,
D. real prices generally increasing.

5. Pish is meed in pagreph 4 it an exampleof ...

n well-proteried resnitce,
@ & MesTce o ooe Vekes responsibility for,
. % resource much damaged by pollutlen.
D. afood shared by all of aociety,

7. A main argument i paregraph & it tiat the most difficult
egvirommenta] problems a ...,
& caused by conflicts beiween commercial and public
interests. )
B. best sobved by government interverition,
€, caused by uir, land or water pollution.
D. too cogtly for governments io deal with.

£ According to peagraph 5, ohat ha led th improveosnts
in the quality of the environment in some democeate
couniries?
A. Governments have jdemtifind the owost important

@ ismpes.
Vaters have worked with the govemments.
é\mm and governientn have agmed on Hk
neceanity for action,
D. The wotst wources of air poflution have been
trlentifind.

17. lapan iy cited privurily ga an
i I exatiple of
A, w!nch experigticed many mmmomw
B wrﬂ1mlrmﬂ‘uctdcmﬂunﬁcgwmm '

Caey Witht an authoritaring government
@wﬁm democracy foxtered anti-pollution laws.

Jae SPUE.

9, According to paragraph 5, in wealthy tountrics ...

Al air pollution has been deteriveating for 300 years.
toe winte of the movirohwest an s whale has
imprevad in pecent yaars,

C. all xpecs uf sir quality bave improved in recent
decades. :

D. governmunts have permusded people to reduce adr
poltution fream vehiclex.

demand has grown 8o fhat.
concaing slphur dioxide,
. conmemption it hard i detewmnine.
D, coutwing lead,

10. i;uuﬁm from petrol hat worsened beosuse petrol ...
e

11. In patagraph 6, the writs suggests fhat strong cconomic
A. cannnt solve envirshinxeninl problems.
increases environiaente] problatis,
allows countries to clean up their eavironment.
. {8 liked by envivonmenialists.

12, According to paragraph 6, in poor countries ...
A. oovironiocniakist bave identitisd most prablems,
B. mviroamentel probleits eannet be salved,
hat bern lenn grawth in polhution.
hoticn represstiis # growing danger,

13. According to the writr, which of the I
prubably Hm L1} silcetve gneam or reducing .
polludon?

A. eliminsting tix benefits for the minitg industry
ingrearing tha cost of WtET o ConMIMErY
@ bamming st cars some of s me
. imstalling anti-poliutit squipment

14, Mexice i wsed by the writet in psmgrmph 7 ag an
exaniple of ¢ coumtry ...
A, where there iz tot riwch corruption.
B, whern thére are (00 mmy ax benafits,
¢, which has deskt with mir pallution well,
C‘? which found it difficult to iniprove air quality.
15, “The phruss "scourges of the eovirooment® {lines 73-B80)
ﬂiﬂ;l;ll.lnfﬂm envitaninenl,
enemies of the environment,

, protection for the rovirommnent.
[, diffetent aspecis of the eovirommit,

16, In the opinion of the writer, which is the biggent problem
faced by poorer countries in their stugple egminst -

tion?
They are rarcly democratic,

. {propaniea 46 Corrupt.
. Mo one wamis to be green,
D. Green palicies lheresse unemployment.

18, What would be 2 suiishl, N .
i Dadmger afpull:x:.l.m ve it fox this arscte?
. Euvironmental reatitias;
C. Folturion MPchpm:ﬂk #nd paar
D. A comtury of eantinuing poitution
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