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President’s Message

By Mark T. Camarena, CMA
Dear IMA Calumet Colleagues,

Do you believe in miracles? Thanks to all of you, I do. The Calumet Chapter continues for its 64th year in 2008-2009. I’ll see you then.
Regards,
Mark T. Camarena, CMA, President (feel free to contact me in2deep@xvi.net or 630.530.6707 or 219.864.8685)
IMA Calumet Chapter
Summer Board Meetings
The next board meeting will be Thursday June 19, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at Sheffield Restaurant and Sports Bar which is located at 1027 Sheffield Avenue Dyer Indiana. IN 46311.
The cost of this board meeting will be $10.00. If you are currently on the board you are invited to attend. Even if you are not a current board member you can attend with no obligation. Maybe you have some ideas that you would like to share for planning the 2008-2009 year. Maybe you can’t make it on Tuesdays do to other commitments here is a chance to see some of the members. Maybe you meant to make it to a meeting all year long and just couldn’t. This is a very relaxed atmosphere there is no speaker so you won’t offend anyone if you have to leave at a certain time. If you are a member of the Calumet Chapter or thinking about being a member or the Chapter I invite you to come to this meeting to plan the 2008-2009 year. It would be great if you could send an RSVP to in2deep@xvi.net so I can let them know how many people will be coming. Please plan on joining us to plan the 2008-2009 chapter year on Thursday June 19, 2008.

Directions to the Meeting
If you are coming from Indiana you can take US30 West to Calumet Avenue (you are approaching Calumet when you see the McDonalds, Chili’s and Jewel on your right) Turn right at a stoplight onto Calumet Avenue (please make sure to observe the 45 mph speed limit on Calumet Avenue). Take Calumet Avenue approximately 1 mile to the first stop light which will be 213th Street (watch your speed on this street ) go approximately 8 blocks over the tracks to the 1st stoplight. (If you go straight you go to Walt’s) turn right on Sheffield go approximately 8 blocks and Sheffield’s will be located on the right. If you reach St. Maria Goretti you have gone to far.

From Illinois take 80-94 East to Calumet Avenue South. Once you come to Centennial Park on your right you are getting close to Main Street. At the stoplight at Main Street take a right. (Currently a CVS is being built on the left side. There is a BP Amoco on the right side) Go to the end of main street. There is a stoplight and take a left go approximately 1 mile and Sheffield’s will be on the left hand side. If you reach the stoplight by Walt’s you have gone too far.

If you can’t make this meeting the next board meeting will be at the same place and same time. It will be Thursday July 17, 2008.




The schedule that will be proposed is as follows: (all date, locations and topics subject to change)
Tuesday September 16, 2008- Theo’s 9144 Indianapolis Boulevard Highland IN 46322. If his travel schedule allows we hope to have Michael Hoye the Subject Matter Expert (SME) of Jefferson Wells for Spreadsheet Remediation and Control. He will speak on “The Use of Spreadsheets: Considerations for Section 404 of the Sarbanes Oxley Act” Mr. Hoye was recently published in Compliance Week. Proposed Pricing $30.00 non members $25.00 members $20.00 students
Tuesday October 21, 2008-  JJ Kelley’s 2455 Bernice Road Lansing IL  Member Appreciation Night and Student Night I- Topic David Marshall of the Greater Chicago land Chapter of Certified Fraud Examiners will speak on Using Internal Controls to Prevent Fraud. Proposed Pricing $20.00 for non-members, $15.00 for members $10.00 students.
Wednesday November 19, 2008- Amarillo Roadhouse 1924 US Route 41 (Indianapolis Boulevard) Schererville IN 46375.  Topic:  Ethics 2 hours of CPE first speaker will speak while dinner is served and will hopefully be one of our newest members J. Brian Hittnger of Krieg Devault. Mr. Hittinger is a graduate of the Valparaiso school of Law and spoke to the chapter about Estate planning last year. Several requests were made to invite him back. On this night we hope to hear from a lawyers prospective on ethics and then in the second hour from an accountant. I am trying to get a representative from Cliffton Gunderson’s Schererville IN office. If you know anyone there or anyone else that may be willing to speak for one hour of ethics let me know. Proposed Pricing $30.00 non members $25.00 members $20.00 students. 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008 – Holiday Board meeting spouses/significant others invited.  Akropolis 275 Joliet Street (US30) Dyer IN 46311
Tuesday January 20, 2009- Glenwood Oaks 106 N Main Street Glenwood Illinois- Annual Tax Update with Howard Ellison. Proposed Pricing: $30.00 non members $25.00 members $20.00 Students
Tuesday February 17, 2009 – Angelino’s 9301 West 191st Street Mokena IL 60448. Proposed Topic: International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). 

Proposed Pricing: $30.00 non members $25.00 members $20.00 students.

Tuesday March 24, 2009- Zuni’s 5124 Pine Island Court Crown Point Indiana 46307. Member Appreciation Night and Student Night II Hopeful to obtain a speaker from the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. Proposed Pricing $20.00 non members $15.00 members $10.00 students.
Wednesday April 29, 2009 (ESTIMATED) spouses/significant other invited.  Purdue Calumet Hotel and Restaurant Management Club Grand Finale. Adolph Ferber is in the process of reserving 32 seats. Last year this event sold out over 1 month in advance spouses and guests are invited. We hope to get a classroom in the building and provide an hour of CPE prior to the evening. Perhaps we can get one of the Purdue University Calumet Professor’s to speak. Proposed pricing: $25.00 per person.

Tuesday May 19, 2009:  spouses/significant others invited Casino Tour more details as they become available. 
Other possible special events:
We hope to have 2 student nights in 2008-2009. In May of 2008 we brought the Chapter to Governor’s State University and had a joint meeting with their Accounting and finance club. We would love to come back to the University and should consider joint meetings with other local Universities.

Possible Special Events Continued:

For the past couple of years Jim Spice has been able to get the Chapter up close to enjoy the excitement of the power boat racing. This occurs Labor Day weekend at River Road Park located at River Road & Cobb Boulevard Kankakee IL 60901

It was hoped that we could take a tour of the Albanese Candy Factory 1910 W 81st Avenue Merrillville IN 46410. The candy factory does offer tours. Usually the latest guided tour starts at 2:30 p.m. They would be willing to start a tour at 3:30 p.m. for the chapter and would make some calls to have a person from the accounting department guide us on the tour. The factory operates from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. If there was enough interest we could have the tour at 3:30 p.m. with dinner at TJ Maloney’s at 5:15 p.m. TJ Maloney’s is located near the Radison Hotel at 800 E 81st Avenue Merrillville IN 46410.
Member David Strupeck, a professor at Indiana University Northwest is part owner of Shoreline Brewery & Restaurant located at 208 Wabash Street Michigan City IN 46360 http://www.shorlinebrewery.com We could take a tour of this Brewery and have a presentation
CALUMET CHAPTER FINANCES
During my entire time with the chapter we have done no fundraising activities we simply try to sell as many ads as possible in our limited collector’s editions of the roster books. For the upcoming 2008-2009 The Calumet Chapter is pleased to announce all 3 covers: back outside, inside and front inside have been SOLD OUT. The ad sizes can be modified from just about any size; the final ad sizes appear in the book as 3 1/2"(w) by 8"(h) or smaller, depending on content and layout of the ad

Approximately 100 of these books are published each year and they are used and kept by members for many years to come. For the 2008-2009, with the commitment to purchase a full page the chapter is throwing in for FREE a link on our website to the sponsor’s website as well as a link in the e-mail that goes out each month informing members of upcoming meetings (If they have no website we will list the name and address or telephone number on the website and in the e-mail blast). Any sponsors that commit to the purchase a half page ad will receive for FREE a link in our e-mail blasts promotion the October 21, 2008 Student Night and Member Appreciation Night I at J. J. Kelley’s in Lansing Illinois and the March 24, 2009 Student Night and Member Appreciation Night II at Zuni’s in Crown Point IN.  There has been some interest expressed about sponsoring The Calumet Chapter’s Upcoming Student Nights and Member Appreciation Nights. The Calumet Chapter would welcome sponsorship of these events and if we have commitments by July 17 will list that the night is sponsored by _____________.
The prices for ads in the 2008-2009 Roster Book are as follows:

Full page ad                                                                




  $150.00

Half page ad                                                                




 $100.00

Business card ad                                                         



               $75.00
Sponsorship Listing (this is a listing in the roster book with no ad)


   $25.00
Ad sales for 2008-2009 roster books have already begun and we want to have all sales finalized by July 17, 2008.  The 2008-2009 GOAL IS TO SELL $1,500 worth of advertising in the roster book. This is a very aggressive goal but it can be achieved with your help.  The Chapter DOES accept prepayments for advertisements, checks should be made to IMA-Calumet Chapter, but that is not required once the roster books are printed an invoice will be sent out and Due upon receipt. If a company would simply like to make a donation there will be a page that indicates “We Thank the following sponsors for helping defray the cost of the 2008-2009 roster.  For more information please feel free to contact myself in2deep@xvi.net or 630.530.6707 or Warren Cebulko who has done a stupendous job on these roster books for the last several years wcebulko@yahoo.com .
NEWS YOU CAN USE
News You Can Use is a courtesy of Accountemps. Accountemps is the world’s leader in specialized staffing. Accountemps offers online job search services at www.accountemps.com for the office nearest you call (800)-803-8367 or locally Tinley Park (708) 206-0019 Merrillville IN (219) 736-0830.
How to Build High-Performing Teams
 

To successfully assemble and manage high-performing accounting and finance teams you not only need strong coordination skills, but also a keen understanding of how to inspire groups of various sizes and composition. Whether you’re bringing together your entire staff, a group within your department or a team composed of both employees and temporary project professionals, the following tactics will help you maximize performance:

 
Build a shared vision. As baseball great Casey Stengel once said: “Finding good players is easy. Getting them to play as a team is another story.” From the moment your group first gathers at the launch meeting, it’s critical for you to help them develop a shared sense of purpose. Emphasize the importance of working as a unified whole and generate buy-in by explaining why the team was assembled, the mission, and how the mission connects to the organization’s overall objectives.
 
Clarify roles. It’s wise to match individuals to roles that harmoniously align with their unique skills and areas of expertise. Moreover, spell out in writing the responsibilities of each team member. The better people understand the parameters of their assignments at the outset, the less risk there is for conflict and productivity-affecting misunderstandings later on. 

 
Establish communication protocols. Because many geographically dispersed teams rely heavily on e-mail and teleconferencing to stay in touch, clear communication protocols are needed. These include the preferred means of contact for each person, rules for distributing and sharing e-mail messages, guidelines for sending status updates, processes for scheduling phone or video conferences, and an explanation of how master documents will be stored, accessed and amended. 

 
Be liberal with praise. Recognition is key to motivation — especially when a group is under pressure. Remember that acknowledging the team’s collective efforts will help keep morale high. Consider establishing interim benchmarks and then celebrating those initial achievements. In short, doling out praise can fortify the team’s commitment and encourage greater individual accountability. 

MANUSCRIPTS

If you have a manuscript you would like to be published in Strategic Finance Magazine, please contact Bruce Flowers, Director of Manuscripts, by E-mail at bruce.flowers@ssfhs.org.  

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING IMA-SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE CALUMET (HAMMOND) CHAPTER

You can join IMA by going to https://www.imanet.org/membership_join.asp please make sure to select Calumet (Hammond) as Chapter Affiliation.

Regular membership is $195.00

A discounted rate of $98.00 is available for full time faculty members of an accredited organization. 

The membership for associate member is $65.00 first year after graduation and $130 the second year after graduation.   If you require assistance with registration please contact Dick Mielcarz, VP of Membership, by E-mail at mycarz17@aol.com or telephone him at 708-799-6234
It only takes a spark to start a fire and that spark could be you

