Wednesday, May 10, 2000

Mr. Lauer,


I am writing to address, lest you find yourself misinformed, the status of the situation between us.  I neither regret nor withdraw any of the statements which I made to you in the library, the hall, or before my teacher and your colleague, Mr. Andrew Renie.  I find it regrettable that you felt it necessary to escalate the situation to the point of embarrassing yourself before your students, as the preservation of your image in their minds was obviously of paramount concern to you during our discussion.


Were it not for the fact that you represent authority – and I use the word ‘represent’ explicitly, because to me, you have not earned the distinction – I would have demanded the opportunity to accurately represent the situation to my teacher, the aforementioned Andrew Renie.  You may have found it comforting that another member of this school’s faculty would refuse me the chance to speak in order to spare your pride and dignity, but I personally find it disturbing.  You may wish to ask yourself what you were seeking by bringing me before your colleague – true justice, or blind support.


Mr. Lauer, as a student, I was grossly disappointed by your conduct in the library.  Lawrence Central purports itself to uphold the virtues of fairness, honesty, and respect.  In my eyes, you are a poor emissary of these qualities.  Your childish escalations and retorts during our conversation appalled me.


Mr. Lauer, as a person, I found your accusations towards me unnecessary, unfounded, and grossly unprofessional.  Your resorting to these belittling tactics proved to me beyond the shadow of a doubt that your position was founded on anything but logic, reason, or rational thought.  Your failure to meet me on a level field of discourse frustrated me.


Unfortunately, I am left with no sanctioned means of action save this personal letter to you.  It is therefore with sincere disappointment that I urge you to consider my words, and perhaps reevaluate your actions and position in our confrontation.  

Sincerely,

Matt Irwin 

"The authority of those who teach is often an obstacle to those who want to learn." 

· Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 BC) 
· Roman statesman, orator, philosopher
