remember how i just told you that i'm going to write a letter to my wife and kids?  i wanted you to know that you inspired that.  when we had our phone conversation the other day, you forced me to stumble through my impressions of what marriage will mean to me.  so many thoughts came rushing back to me.  i realized that i've been coasting for such a long time now, just doing things that i 'know' are right - not that i 'feel' or 'believe'.  do you understand the distinction?  it's really easy for me to just find that one thought, that one quirk, that one ideal, that one trait that edges me past everyone around me, but that's not what it's about.  this is not a competition between me and the world.  i would lose.  this is a competition between what my life actually is, and what my hopes and dreams tell me it could be.  i will win.

thanks dan, for reminding me.

it scares me that i almost forgot.

love you,

matt

