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President’s Message

By Jim Spice

Dear IMA Calumet Colleagues,

If you missed the March 2008 meeting, you missed a lot of excitement and enthusiasm.  President-elect Mark T. Camarena went all out and contacted most (if not all) of you to invite you to the meeting.  He also encouraged the local colleges, inviting them to bring their students to the meeting.  His efforts paid off handsomely, as there were over 50 people in attendance.  

From the presentation, we learned how vulnerable our credit standing is to being stolen by opportunists looking to profit from our good reputations and credit standings, and how we can best protect our identities and credit standings in this age of technology.  Attendees also had a chance of network with their colleagues and some of the new talent (the youthful college students) at the meeting.  I believe the reduced price of $15.00 per regular member was appreciated by all.

And the excitement continues.  The next meeting of the IMA Calumet Chapter will be on Wednesday, April 30th at the Indiana University -Purdue Calumet Campus, where the Restaurant Management Class will host our meeting.  The theme is “President’s Night”, it is the Chapter’s guest night, and all of the seats for this event have been SOLD OUT.  This meeting, too, will be at a reduced price of $25.00 per person.

The Chapter is scheduled to conduct two technical meetings in the month of May.  The first meeting will be on Wednesday, May 14th, at the campus of Governors State University in University Park, where Professor Yiyu Shen will talk about the recent Subprime Crisis and its impact on U.S. financial markets.  The Chapter plans to have this meeting at the reduced price of $20.00.  The meal will be family-style pizza.  Reservations will be required, so make your plans, and let us know you will be attending.

The second meeting will be on the following Tuesday, May 20th, starting at 2:30 pm with a tour of Saint Francis Hospital in Dyer, Indiana.  With a presentation, the entire meeting should provide 3 hours of CPE, and we believe it will be at the reduced price of $20.00 per person (includes meal).   This meeting will also be by reservation.  

It should be obvious by now, if you have been following the Chapter’s events this year that new life has been breathed into the Chapter, thanks primarily to the efforts of Mark Camarena.  I commend Mark for the excitement and enthusiasm that he has generated, and am really looking forward to the upcoming Chapter year when he, for the second time, assumes the position of Chapter President.  I know that he has great things planned, and is bound and determined to keep this Chapter alive and thriving.  I am asking that you consider coming along to help Mark in this worthwhile effort.

Yours truly,

Jim Spice, President

IMA Calumet Chapter

 (Let Jim know how you feel call him directly at 815-933-0490 or e-mail him at jaspice@citykankakee-il.gov)
MANUSCRIPTS

If you have a manuscript you would like to be published in Strategic Finance Magazine, please contact Bruce Flowers, Director of Manuscripts, by E-mail at bruce.flowers@ssfhs.org.  

BOARD NEEDS YOU
Currently the Calumet Chapter has 10 board members. In order for any action to be taken 4 must be present and they are performing many functions which we appreciate. Our goal for the upcoming year is to increase the board to at least 16 members and not just regular members also student members. There are 3 board meetings in the summer which are listed below those are going to be very low cost for board members it will be asked that the fee be $10.00 (ten per attendee) to defray a portion of the meal the meals are more than $10.00 so it is a good deal. My personal waitress, Kristin (she is a student at Prairie State and why she doesn’t study accounting she wants me to invite some students from their for our next student nights) at Sheffield’s In Dyer Indiana would like to see more than 4 of us at the meetings in June and July. After that we ask for 45 minutes of your time before each meeting and some special meetings there is no board meeting. I am also very much into presenting and voting on issues via the e-mail when time does not allow board meetings.  Being on the board does not obligate you to attend every meeting. If we can increase the board to 16 we feel the chapter will be better represented and we don’t have so many worries about getting a quorum.

The board can use help in any area as the incoming President here are some of the positions I would really like to get some people in place for.  Any student that joins the Calumet Chapter and agrees to serve on the board in 2008-2009 the summer board meetings will be FREE and they include a meal*(as long as I get the board to approve that so lets put them to that challenge)

1. Looking for 4-5 people to call a group of 10-15 each month to remind members of the next 2 meetings and see if can get them to reserve. The last 2 months I have called as many members as I could it takes me approximately 4 hours a month and I like to talk so this would be asking a commitment of about 1 hour each month. We have found that a call after the e-mail has improved attendance and helps reservations. We need to get reservations for meetings so that we can properly plan with the restaurant.  We can sort our roster via area codes and give you 10-15 in that area code. These positions are board positions and you can make it to the board meeting we will be glad to see you but if you can’t that is understood as well. This is an excellent opportunity and we really need help in this area.

2. Assistant to the Treasurer- This year Deb Heim and Adolph Ferber have graciously agreed to split the treasurer’s duties as attendance is increasing it is obvious we need to give the Treasurer some help. Envision writing receipts, making sure people sign in, and taking count of those in attendance at meetings for this position. Personally, I feel this would be a great opportunity for a student member can turn that into the resume assist in the accounting of a not-for-profit organization.

3. Newsletter Editor- For the Last 10 years I have written the newsletter for the chapter. I believe there must be someone more creative who can format perhaps ad some graphics. Most of the content is sent in and it is a matter of cutting and pasting and I say a lot so would provide much of the content. After it was complete it could be sent to me and I would upload on the website. We currently mail about 15 paper newsletters each month if someone would volunteer just to print the newsletter and send those 15 copies out it would be extremely helpful.

4. Assistants for Meetings for 2008-2009 The Calumet Chapter is very close to finalizing the schedule of meetings including speakers and locations. If you could contact the speaker get their needs such as projector, screen, biography etc and the restaurant make sure we have the room reserved that night and tell them what we need that would be so helpful we would provide you the names and numbers we have 8 technical meetings planned so even if you could do this for just one meeting it would be a great help.

That is my wish list for the board for 2008-2009 as stated any item that you have an interest in there is a place on the board please help us achieve our goal of 16 board members in 2008-2009. Remember it only takes a spark to start a fire and you may be that spark. If you would like to volunteer let me know right now in2deep@xvi.net or 630.530.6707.
OPPORTUNITY FOR CHAPTER MEMBERS TO EARN 8 HOURS OF CPE FREE

At the March 2008, meeting the board approved that any member currently on the board or who commits to serving on the board in 2008-2009 will be eligible to attend The Leadership Training Session (LTS) on Friday April 18, 2008 at NIU Outreach Center, Rockford IL 8500 E. State Street Rockford IL 61108. Registration is from 8:00 until 8:30 and the event goes until 4:30 p.m. and qualifies for 8 hours of CPE.  There will be many presentations including Christopher Miller, Speech instructor and Assistant Director of Forensics at College of Dupage speaking on “Dealing with Conflict in the Workplace” also speaking that day is David H. Sinason of Price Waterhouse Coopers on Identifying Fraud.  To register you can contact me Mark T. Camarena at in2deep@xvi.net or 630.530.6707 or register online at http://registeruo.niu.edu/iebms/coe/coe_p2_details.aspx?eventid=8936&oc=40&cc=OTHER.  THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS APRIL 7, 2008 so if you want the chapter to register you please let me know by April 6, 2008 More information is available at the chapter website www.geocities.com/in2deep247/ima.html. If you are interested in forming a carpool for this event I would be glad to try to arrange one for the members.  

THIS EVENT IS FREE TO ALL CURRENT STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE CALUMET CHAPTER and one of the best networking opportunities since accountants from all around the region will be present. Student membership is only $39.00 per year or a mere $3.25 per month an excellent deal to make so many professional contacts. I believe there is still time for you to register to be a member of the Calumet Chapter and take advantage of this excellent opportunity.

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING IMA-SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE CALUMET (HAMMOND) CHAPTER

You can join IMA by going to https://www.imanet.org/membership_join.asp please make sure to select Calumet (Hammond) as Chapter Affiliation.
Regular membership is $195.00
A discounted rate of $98.00 is available for full time faculty members of an accredited organization. 
The membership for associate member is $65.00 first year after graduation and $130 the second year after graduation.   If you require assistance with registration please contact Dick Mielcarz, VP of Membership, by E-mail at mycarz17@aol.com or telephone him at 708-799-6234
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 The Calumet Chapter Monthly meeting will be held at Purdue University Calumet. The Chapter is delighted to Announce at 5:30 p.m. Angela Crossin, of Purdue University Calumet will speak about The beginning of the student Fraud Club, The Fraud Curriculum at Purdue University Calumet, and the Northwest Indiana Association of Fraud Examiners. Angela is currently preparing the CFE exam and will share some of those experiences as well. 

Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. by the Purdue University Calumet Restaurant Club. The theme will be Candidates of the United States of America. Dinners will be on campus in room 150 on the 1st floor of the Student Union Library Building. Parking is available in the lot south of the building just north of 173rd Street.  Reservations were required for this event. THIS EVENT HAS BEEN SOLD OUT.  The chapter experienced some technical difficulties so if we have your reservation you would have received an e-mail on Wednesday March 26, 2008. If you did not receive the e-mail we apologize to be put on the waiting list if any cancellations please e-mail me at in2deep@xvi.net.  We have already asked Adolph to start planning this event for April 2009 when we hope to be able to procure more seats for 2009.
CALUMET CHAPTER FINANCES
During my entire time with the chapter we have done no fundraising activities we simply try to sell as many ads as possible in our limited collector’s editions of the roster books. For the upcoming 2008-2009 The Calumet Chapter is pleased to announce all 3 covers: back outside, inside and front inside have been SOLD OUT. The ad sizes can be modified from just about any size; the final ad sizes appear in the book as 3 1/2"(w) by 8"(h) or smaller, depending on content and layout of the ad.   Ad presales have started and go through May 31, 2008 there are some bonuses for those that commit to ads before May 31, 2008.
Approximately 100 of these books are published each year and they are used and kept by members for many years to come. For the 2008-2009, with the commitment to purchase a full page ad by May 31, 2008 the chapter is throwing in for FREE a link on our website to the sponsor’s website as well as a link in the e-mail that goes out each month informing members of upcoming meetings (If they have no website we will list the name and address or telephone number on the website and in the e-mail blast). Any sponsors that commit to the purchase a half page ad by May 31, 2008 will receive for FREE a link in our e-mail blasts promotion the October 21, 2008 Student Night and Member Appreciation Night I at J. J. Kelley’s in Lansing Illinois and the March 24, 2009 Student Night and Member Appreciation Night II at Zuni’s in Crown Point IN.  There has been some interest expressed about sponsoring The Calumet Chapter’s Upcoming Student Nights and Member Appreciation Nights. The Calumet Chapter would welcome sponsorship of these events and if we have commitments by July 17 will list that the night is sponsored by _____________.
The prices for ads in the 2008-2009 Roster Book are as follows:

Full page ad                                                                




  $150.00

Half page ad                                                                




 $100.00

Business card ad                                                         



               $75.00
Sponsorship Listing (this is a listing in the roster book with no ad)


   $25.00
Ad sales for 2008-2009 roster books have already begun and we want to have all sales finalized by July 17, 2008. I have spoken to many of you on the phone and you wish you could attend meetings or help but can’t make the time commitment. Here is a chance if you can contact someone you know or just send/give us a name and phone number. If a customized letter will help I will be more than happy to write one. The 2008-2009 GOAL IS TO SELL $1,500 worth of advertising in the roster book. This is a very aggressive goal but it can be achieved with your help.  The Chapter DOES accept prepayments for advertisements, checks should be made to IMA-Calumet Chapter, but that is not required once the roster books are printed an invoice will be sent out and Due upon receipt. If a company would simply like to make a donation there will be a page that indicates “We Thank the following sponsors for helping defray the cost of the 2008-2009 roster.  For more information please feel free to contact myself in2deep@xvi.net or 630.530.6707 or Warren Cebulko who has done a stupendous job on these roster books for the last several years wcebulko@yahoo.com .



Any funds raised go to benefit the chapter’s goals. We had a tremendous response to our March meeting and if chapter finances had allowed we would have invited students and professors for free which is a goal for the October 21, 2008 meeting at J.J. Kelly’s in Lansing Illinois featuring David Marshall of the Greater Chicago Fraud Examiners as well as the March 24, 2009 meeting at Zuni’s in Crown Point Indiana where we are trying to get a speaker form the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. We want to make these low cost meetings to our members as well as President Spice mentioned the $15.00 price was very well received.
NEWS YOU CAN USE
News You Can Use is a courtesy of Accountemps. Accountemps is the world’s leader in specialized staffing. Accountemps offers online job search services at www.accountemps.com for the office nearest you call (800)-803-8367 or locally Tinley Park (708) 206-0019 Merrillville IN (219) 736-0830.
Taming the E-mail Beast
 

It’s becoming more and more difficult for employees to keep up with the daily crush of e-mail messages blitzing their inboxes. In fact, according to a recent study, “e-mail stress” is prevalent in today’s workplace. Researchers at the University of Glasgow and Paisley University in Scotland found that more than one-third (34 percent) of workers feel stressed by the amount of e-mails they receive and their obligation to respond in a timely manner. To keep up with the flood of messages, some study participants checked their e-mail up to 40 times an hour. This, of course, hinders productivity instead of promoting it. 
 
Following are tips that you and your team members can use to tame the e-mail beast:
 

Get organized. Go through your inbox on a weekly basis and delete unnecessary messages and file the important ones in an appropriate folder. Creating a well-organized archival system, along with including on-topic subject lines whenever you compose a new e-mail, will help you locate messages easily at a later date.

 
Use the right medium. Get out of the trap of using e-mail as your default mode of communication. E-mail is great for quick, back-and-forth discussions that don’t require lengthy explanations. But if a conversation is likely to be in-depth or highly sensitive, save yourself some typing time by picking up the phone or stopping by the would-be recipient’s desk. 
 Create a second e-mail account. While a series of forwarded jokes from your old college roommate might add some levity to your day, this type of correspondence doesn’t help you manage an overflowing inbox. Ask friends and family members to send messages to a personal account.

 Practice good e-etiquette. Regularly clogging other people’s inboxes with unnecessary messages is poor form. Be judicious when using the “reply all” function and think carefully before copying a dozen team members on an “FYI” message that only applies to one or two of them. Moreover, set a good example by not writing (or checking) e-mail during meetings. 
SAVE THE DATES
JUST ADDED:  One of the many positive results of the March meeting was a joint meeting with the Governor’s State Accounting and Finance Club and The Calumet Chapter of the IMA. This meeting will be on Wednesday May 14, 2008 on the campus of Governor’s State University which is located at 1 University Parkway, University Park IL 60466. The meeting will feature pizza from the Chicago Dough company and will be from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Professor Yiyu Shen will talk about the recent Subprime Crisis and its impact on U.S. financial markets.  The cost is $20.00 for members and guests. RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED please reserve as soon as you know you can attend another Historic event in Calumet Chapter History by e-mailing me at in2deep@xvi.net or call me at 630.530.6707.

As an additional bonus the Governor’s State Accounting and Finance Club has extended the invitation to Professors and Students of the local Universities to attend this meeting for FREE.  Reservations are required by May 6, 2008 so that an appropriate amount of food can be ordered. Professors you can simply e-mail me as you did last month how many from your group will be attending. This invitation is currently being extended to Indiana University Northwest (Jim Thomas and Dave Strupeck I know you have Tuesday classes this semester so students wouldn’t’ have to miss your classes) Purdue University Calumet you did me proud last month so how about coming out to Governor’s State and encouraging your students it will be free for you and Valparaiso University (Karl Reichart I know you have Tuesday class this semester so come on out and get some of the students to come as well)
SAVE THE DATES (SO MANY HAPPENINGS)
Tuesday May 20, 2008 The Calumet Chapter will tour St. Margaret Mercy in Dyer Indiana. A member of the hospitals financial staff will speak and dinner will be provided. St. Margaret Mercy is right off of US30. It is approximately 3 miles west of the intersection of US30 & US41 (aka Indianapolis Boulevard). The exact address is 24 Joliet Street Dyer IN. RESERVATIONS WILL BE REQUIRED by May 6, 2008 you can reserve by e-mailing me at in2deep@xvi.net. Since I am out of room more details in the President’s Message. Guests are invited the cost is $20.00 per person. SPACE IS LIMITED to 30 and the last time I was asked to promote an event for this chapter with space limited that event was sold out over a month in advance so if you know you want to come to this event I suggest you Reserve your spot today. This is the 2007-2008 FINALE. Please come out and show your support for the Calumet Chapter of the IMA. I am happy to report this will not be the Calumet Chapter’s Last meeting ever as we have many more being planned for 2008-2009 and we want your input.
Thursday June 19, 2008 The Board will begin planning the upcoming 2008-2009 Chapter year please feel free to join us at Sheffield’s in Dyer Indiana. (You will be under no obligation to join the board any help you can give will be appreciated) Sheffield’s is located at 1027 Sheffield in Dyer IN 46311. It is located approximately 1.5 miles North of St. Margaret Mercy Hospital in Dyer Indiana. Thursday special is .35 cent wings minimum of 10 and $2.00 you call it drink specials and of course what I have every Thursday night half slab of ribs with choice of soup or salad and a side a full slab is also available. We will ask for volunteers to verify member information for publication in the roster book at this meeting as well.
Thursday July 17, 2008 The Board will continue planning the upcoming 2008-2009 Chapter year please feel free to join us at Sheffield’s in Dyer Indiana (at this meeting we hope to have sold the ads and be ready to tell Warren to send the roster book to press)Sheffield’s is located at 1027 Sheffield in Dyer IN 46311. It is located approximately 1.5 miles North of St. Margaret Mercy Hospital in Dyer Indiana. Thursday special is .35 cent wings minimum of 10 and $2.00 you call it drink specials and of course what I have every Thursday night half slab of ribs with choice of soup or salad and a side a full slab is also available.
Tuesday August 19, 2008 The Board will finalize the 2008-2009 schedule please feel free to join us at Glenwood Oaks in Glenwood Illinois and we will see if they have approved the requested Kick off meeting Tuesday September 16 with at Tour of the Albanese Candy Factory on US30 in Merrillville Indiana followed by dinner at TJ Maloney’s located in the Radisson Hotel in Merrillville Indiana or have we decided a different location and topic come during the summer and let your voice be heard.
It only takes a spark to start a fire and that spark could be you

