SOUTH AFRICAN PARTICIPATION IN 33RD SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

For more information please call the Chief Director: National Population Unit  

Mr Jacques van Zuydam on 083 357 7774 or (091) 212 689-5200. 

The United Nations Commission on Population and Development takes place in New York this week.  The theme of the session is “Population, Gender and Development”

The aim of the session is to assess progress in eradicating gender inequality and discrimination as agreed on at the International Conference on Population and Development (held in Cairo in 1994).

South Africa was elected to the Commission in 1998.  The South African delegation to the current session includes: 

· Mr Cassim Saloojee, Chairperson of the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Welfare and Population Development.

· Mr Jacques van Zuydam, Head of the National Population Unit.

· Ms Khathatso Mokoetle, National Director of the National Progressive Primary Health Care Network.

The South African delegation presented its opening statement to the session on Monday 

(27 March 2000).  In the statement, South Africa called for an approach to HIV/AIDS that is based on the interrelationships between population, the environment and development.  The South African statement pointed out that women in economically active age groups are increasingly becoming victims of HIV/AIDS, and carry the heaviest burden of AIDS induced poverty.  AIDS will devastate social and economic support systems in those societies that can least afford it, and will increase dependency to levels not known in recent history.

The South African delegation called for reproductive health, sexual reproductive rights and family planning services that are complemented by:

· a legal and social framework of rights, including sexual reproductive rights and the freedom for women to exercise reproductive choices;

· education, to enhance social and economic mobility;

· poverty reduction and frameworks to sustainably eliminate vulnerability to natural and human made disasters;

· the promotion of a culture of human rights and equality.

Today (28 March 2000) South Africa will present a report on its national experiences in population, gender and development.

