UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND MID TERM COUNTRY PROGRAME REVIEW

It is with pleasure that the National Population Unit, as primary partner will host the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Mid Term Country Programme Review of activities in South Africa during the period of 1998 – 2001 for all stakeholders in the population and development fields.  

Before the Country Programme was in place, the UNFPA had an Interim Programme of Assistance from 1994 – 1997 with the first Programme Review and Strategy Development exercise for South Africa conducted in early 1997.  While the Programme Review Strategy Development document strives to give a broad and adequate picture of South Africa’s population and development programme and the identified priorities of the day, there had been considerable development in the intervening three years. For one, the UNFPA’s chief counterpart in government and the agency to which it is accountable, the National Population Unit has only formulated its vision for the future and its strategy for achieving its objectives over the period 2000 to 20005 during 1999.  The strategic focus areas include:

1. The effect of HIV/AIDS on the population structure;

2. The social, economic and environmental causes and consequences of internal and international migration and South and Southern Africa

And

3. areas of high risk and unwanted pregnancies (including amongst teenagers) in the context of poverty and the lack of access to resources. 

Secondly, the issue of adolescent reproductive health care, especially in relation to the HIV/AIDS pandemic sweeping the country, has finally emerged as a national priority that can no longer be ignored. 

The future directions of the first Country Programme with the Government of South Africa will largely be determined by the availability of programme resources from the UNFPA. Only about $3.7 million of the approved $6 million Country Programme from UNFPA core resources has been approved and allocated.  In the first two years of the programme – 1998 - 1999 – approximately  $1.4million was expended.  In 2000 a UNFPA headquarters’ imposed expenditures ceiling of &700,000 has been established. Assuming hat expenditures in the current year equal the expenditure authority, a remaining balance for all approved and allocated component projects to date for the fourth year of the programme will be on the order of $1.6 million.  If present financial conditions persist into next year, there is little likelihood that sufficient funds will be available to meet next year’s obligations. 

The purpose of the Mid Term Programme Review include:

1. A review of progress to date in achieving the stated outputs of the overall Country Programme which comprised of several sub-programmes;

2. An assessment of the synergies within and among sub-programmes as they relate to the larger Country Programme;

3. Recommendations concerning the direction of the Country Programme during the remaining cycle, including recommendations pertaining to changes in the design of the Country Programme, or to the distribution if resources among sub-programmes, submission to UNFPA’s Executive Board for approval,

And

4. To put in motion the process, including a Country Programme Evaluation and a Country Population assessment, leading to the formulation of the next Country Programme.

The stakeholder invited to participate in the Review include NGOs, Government representatives, donors and media.

Mr Jacques van Zuydam, Chief Director, National Population Unit will chair the Review,  Dr ZST Skweyiya, Minister of Welfare, Population and Development will deliver the keynote address to open the second session on the first day and Ms Angela Bester, Director-General of the Department of Welfare open discussions on the second day by mapping out parameters for the way forward while Dr Jay Parsons, Country Director of the UNFPA in South Africa will close the deliberations.  

Currently in South Africa, there is not sufficient and efficient coordination among the various donors in the population and development fields. Effort should be made to ensure that donor funds are employed in such a way as to maximise impact and minimise overlap and duplication.

It is envisaged that this review session would foster collaboration and guide the Government, private sector and donor community, including UNFPA Country Programme to focus on identified crucial and appropriate priority areas that will ensure the successful implementation of the Population Policy for South Africa. 

For more information please contact Mr Jacques van Zuydam at 083 357 7774.

