1
2

STATEMENT

BY

DR. ZOLA SKWEYIYA

CHAIRMAN OF

THE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

TO THE SECOND SESSION

OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ENTITLED:  “WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND BEYOND:  ACHIEVING SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OFR ALL N A GLOBALIZING WORLD”

The Preparatory Committee, by decision 2 taken at its first session had invited the Commission for Social development, to undertake the overall review and appraisal of the Implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action and submit the results to this second session.

At its 38th session in February 2000 the Commission for Social Development completed the overall review and appraisal.  The Commission adopted agreed conclusions, containing 44 paragraphs at its 10th meeting on 17 March.  These are grouped under the following headings:

Poverty eradication

Full employment

Social integration

Africa and the Least Developed Countries

Mobilization of resources for social development

Capacity building to implement social policies and programmes

Issues which created stumbling blocks during the negotiations but which were ultimately resolved included the economic and political aspects of globalisation, the role of the state vis a vis the private sector and civil society, the treatment of migrants, the family and social integration in times of conflict.

Other issues that created particular difficulties and slowed the negotiations included the imposition of unilateral economic sanctions, Overseas Development Aid, the 20/20 initiative and the Highly Indebted Poor Countries initiative.  I am pleased to say however, that in the end the Commission was able to agree on this review and appraisal, by consensus, the text of which I am proud to present to you today.

The contributions of my fellow Bureau members were invaluable in helping to facilitate this consensus and to facilitate his consensus and to keep the process on track at difficult moments in the negotiations. In this regard I commend the significant roles played by Louis Carraza of Guatamala who chaired the negotiations.  Asaith Bhattacharjee, of India, Didier Le Bret of France, Mathe Diseko of South Africa and Jasminka Dinic of Croatia.

Note must also be made of the important role played by Ambassador Christian Maquiera, who as the Chair of the Preparatory Committee actively supported the process of review and appraisal and ensured that we maintained the necessary momentum to complete this aspect of the work.

As in most successful negotiations we had a team of dedicated and committed individuals who provided significant technical and professional guidance.  In this regard I would like to mention the supportive and facilitative role of the secretariat and in particular John Langmore and his colleagues who ensured effective liaison at critical moments.

The issues debated and negotiated during the 38th Session of the CSD resonate with special significance for us in SADC.  We were faced with critical concerns related to the need for fair and free terms of trade and development co-operation in a regional context of devastating natural and human disasters.  The recent floods and the HIV/AIDS pandemic are set to erode some of the recent gains achieved.  Given the scale of human suffering and loss of life, we question the extent to which medicines and essential provisions including basic foods should be left to the vagaries of market forces.  Should the ethics of care and human development not inform the way we navigate agreements on issues of TRIPS and food sustainability?

I am aware that we operate in a shifting and contested terrain as we attempt to address the critical challenge of social development in a globalising world.  Our negotiations during this session should, nevertheless, be informed by the ethics of care and the need to build a people centred, sustainable development process that would:

Firstly, facilitate social and institutional change in the interests of the most 

dis-empowered.

Secondly, focus on the root causes of problems and ways of creating an enabling environment for their effective resolution.

Thirdly examine existing systems and conditions that tend to be hostile to and constrain democratic, equitable development and collectively seek measures to prevent further social alienation and fragmentation.

Fourthly, strengthen institutional and human capacity development by promoting broadly based local control over resources through participatory planning and decision-making at all levels.

Fifthly, address issues of racism, sexism and other forms of discrimination in society and root out corruption in all its forms within the public sector, the private sector and organs of civil society and 

Sixthly, promote new partnerships between civil society organizations, government and the private sector to achieve the objectives of social justice.

I would finally like to point out several other areas covered by the review that I believe are very important and which merit attention.  I refer specifically to the many references to the situation of women and to gender mainstreaming, as well as the entire section devoted to Africa and the least developed countries.  I believe these references represent important statements of support for these critical concerns.  The narrative of marginalisation of women and poor people from economic and political decision-making structures and processes continues to be a painful reality.

As we discuss further initiatives on these aspects, the challenge is to strengthen democratic forms of governance that promote the active and full citizenship of those who have been living on the sidewalks of society.  This is key to gender justice and the enhancing of poor people’s capabilities to participate in processes that affect their development.

I now have the honour to formally present to the Preparatory Committee the Overall Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the Outcome of the World Summit for Social Development, which is contained in document A/AC.253/L.5/Rev.2/Part II.

The realities in all our countries demand that we move form the struggles of negotiating a consensus report and begin to seriously find ways of turning the thetoric of democratic governance and human rights into concrete action as a world community.

Consensus is therefore an imperative if we are to advance towards delivery on the outcomes of the Social Summit and progress on this review.  Let us remember that, beyond the confines of these cloisters are real people with real and urgent needs.  We must act now to reverse the horror story of poverty and deprivation that shape the lived experiences of the world’s poorest people.  We need to take seriously issues of inequality and differential access to resources within and without states.

Issues of peace, the promotion of social development in a world ravaged by poverty, violence, inequality and human rights violations, are challenges that we have to address in this Millennium.  Let us celebrate the advances made and turn these into tangible gains in a spirit of co-operation and commitment as we try to create a better world for all.  I thank you.
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