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President’s Message

With Fall just around the corner, it's time to start watching the 
night time temperatures. Tropical trees cannot tolerate 
temperatures below freezing, and I would bring them in before it 
drops to around 5 degrees. If you can, it is ideal to bring them in 
for the night and then back out when the day begins to warm up. 
I try to keep my tree outside as long as possible, usually till the 
end of September.

Special thanks to Jeane and Eldon Leis and Leszek and Debbie 
Rybak for hosting the club for the summer get-to-gethers. The 
food and the trees were excellent.

The next meeting will be both a workshop for working on your 
trees and a demo on making fertilizer cakes.

With the Guelph Bonsai show coming up September 24/25, it is 
a good time to bring your trees into top shape for the show. 
Some typical activities you can do are: weeding, pruning, 
planting moss, removing yellow leaves, pot cleaning, and insect 
removal.

I hope everyone can show at least one tree - just contact June 
Brett or Mariann Robinson and they will print up a name tag for 
your tree. Try to phone as soon as possible. If you will not be 
showing a tree at Guelph, you can bring one to meeting for 
display, advice, or for working on. And remember to bring 
plastic covers for the tables.

I have always wanted to make fertilizer cakes to place on the top 
of my soil – but hey, I have never got around to making them. 
Fertilizer cake release nutrients into the soil every time you 
water or when it rains. I have always relied in liquid fertilizer, 
but i don't think this is as consistent or as effective.

......Continued on page 2

Upcoming Events
Next General Meeting:

SEPTEMBER 20TH AT 7:30PM
 
Guelph Bonsai Society Show and 
Sale, September 24 and 25, 
University of Guelph, Main Building,
12 – 4 pm each day, setup at 10 am
Contact June Brett or Mary Ann
Robinson, (519) 836-4487

Toronto Bonsai Society Show and 
Sales, October 22 and 23, time and 
location TBA
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Meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month (except 
July, August and December) at 7:30 
pm at the Adult Recreation Centre, 
corner of King and Allen Streets in 
Waterloo.

Zen Wisdom
Never count your chicken with a 

hatchet.
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President's Message...continued

 There are hundreds of recipes for making these cakes, so I 
picked a simple one for starters. You will need 60% ground rape 
(= canola seed) seed, 20% cotton seed meal, 20% bone meal and 
water. Mix the ingredients to forma a thick slurry and place into 
a plastic pail, as the mix will need to ferment for 60 days. After 
the mix has fermented and is good and smelly, either form balls 
or spread in a pan and cut into squares. Then let the cakes dry in 
the sun. In Spring, place some on the top of your soil and let the 
rain and water do the rest. As the cakes disappear, replace them 
with new ones. You will need a very porous soil mix a the 
fertilizer will clog up the soil over time. Ingredients such as bone 
and blood meal and lime are easily found in garden centres, 
however, ground rape seed or cotton seed meals are not. As a 
substitution I am using a wild bird seed mix (millet,  niger, 
canary grass seed and canola seed). Bring some and try your 
hands at making the fertilizer cakes!
I hope I see you at the next meeting.
Nigel
Book review: "bonsai life histories"
by Michael Eckardt

“bonsai life histories” by Martin 
Treasure, Firefly, 2001 (ISBN: 1-
55209-615-7 paperback. 
Available for $22.95 at 
chapters.indigo.ca).

I don't know if you remember the 
moment when it happened. The 
moment when it “clicked”, when 
you knew that you had to do 
bonsai. Although I was interested 
in bonsai before, my “moment” 
happened when I flipped through 
this book. There, on page 89 was 
a beech that let me move 
seamlessly from the reality of a 
small potted tree to the illusion of 
a full size tree in nature. It, and 
many other trees shown over 
many years and discussed in 
vivid detail, inspired me to get 
involved in the hobby.
Although – or perhaps because – 
the author does not follow the 
strict design rules of the 
Japanese school and instead 
styles his tree in the looser 
European school, his trees are 
less objects of study, and more 
inspirations. This  is not to say 
that the book isn't full of hints, 
tips, and ideas, but rather that the 
author manages to convey 
practical advice while giving the 
reader something to dream about.
Since I found this book, I have 
purchased quite a few other 
bonsai books, and I have read 
even more. But every so often I 
just have to come back to the 
beech tree on page 89 ...  M.E.
Tips & Tricks
Sprinkle some “bitter salt” 
(magnesium sulphate) on the soil in 
the autumn to give the plants fresh, 
rich foliage next year.


