FROM THE MANAGERS ARCHIVES

Three games from the manager’s records, which he recalls vividly, are described below.

1. Versus Templetuohy Away Shield 20th August, 2000 (won 2-1)

After John Meaney Snr. stepping down, this was Paul Hearty’s first team selection/game as manager on his own.

As always this was a tough encounter with one of  Newtown's old adversaries. Newtown got off to a dream start, taking the lead with a bullet header from Pat Ryan from a David Quinlan corner. They extended the lead on 21 mins when Noel Shanahan converted a penalty after the same Quinlan was taken down in the box.

Newtown looked comfortable for the first hour of the game and dominated proceedings until the ‘red mist’ descended on Paul Lenihan and he was given his marching orders in the second half. Templetuohy managed to pull a goal back against the ten men but Newtown held out for a hard fought victory.

Team: 1. Mark Moroney, 2. John Meaney, 3. Derek Ryan, 4. Kieran Hogan, 5. Pat Ryan, 6. Pat Shanahan, 7. Eoin Hogan, 8. Noel Shanahan, Capt. 9. Colm O’Brien,   10. David Quinlan, 11. Paul Lenihan. Subs: Brian Duggan for David Quinlan, Liam Hogan for Pat Shanahan, Willie Conway for Eoin Hogan.

2. Versus Kilcommon Away League 18th February, 2001 (Won 4-0)

Probably one of Newtown's best away performances under Paul Hearty and one of his top 5 favourite performances. Four goals away to a highly fancied and highly motivated Kilcommon team. Two of the goals scored in this game would be in the manager’s top ten scored during his time in charge.

This was a vital league game as the two teams were riding high in the table. Kilcommon were really up for this game after the 6-1 drubbing they had been given in Newtown earlier in the season.

Newtown got into their stride from the start and never let Kilcommon get a foothold on the game. They took the lead after 25 mins with a brilliantly volleyed goal from Brian Duggan after a run and cross from Paul Lenihan. Colm O’Brien extended the lead 10 mins into the second half and finished off the game as a contest 15 mins later with probably his best goal in a Newtown shirt. Winning the ball just inside the Kilcommon half he spotted the keeper off his line and let fly with his left foot from 40 yards. Eoin Hogan came on as a sub and finished off the scoring. A memorable performance.

Team: 1. Mark Moroney Capt. 2. David Kyne, 3. Donal Hogan, 4. Kieran Hogan, 5. Pat Ryan, 6. Derek Ryan, 7. Brian Duggan, 8. Paul Lenihan, 9. Colm O’Brien, 10. Damien O’Brien, 11. Liam Hogan. Subs: Eoin Hogan for Paul Lenihan

3. Versus Holycross Home League 27th July, 2003 (Won 4-3)

Newtown’s first league game of the 2003/2004 season began with a dramatic win. Starting off slowly Newtown found themselves 2 nil down after 15 mins. Digging in deeply they hauled themselves back into the game with goals from David Quinlan and Damien O’Brien. Sensing victory Newtown pushed forward in search of a winner.

Then what appeared to be disaster struck when an attack broke down and against the run of play Holycross broke down field and scored what appeared to be the winner in the 90th minute. However, in a dramatic 4 minutes of injury time David Quinlan headed his second goal of the game to make it 3-3 and with virtually the last kick of the game Paddy Tucker got on to the end of a cross to score the winner. 

Team: 1. Ger Hogan, 2. Paddy Tucker, 3. Donal Hogan, 4. Bernard Powell, 5. Derek Ryan, Capt. 6. Damien O’Brien, 7. Mick Dunne, 8. Mark Moroney, 9. David Quinlan, 10. Colm O’Brien, 11. Alf Brophy. Subs: Cormack Ryan for Alf Brophy.

